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Colonel Benton made a furious attack upon it in | 


the Senate. I think at that time that it went to 

the Senate from this House. Perhaps the gentle- 

man is correct in saying that it was defeated. 
Mr. CARTTER. I move that the committee 


rise. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida, demanded tellers; 
which were ordered; and Messrs. Kine, of New 
York, and Sranton, of Tennessee, were ap- 
pointed. : 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 53, noes 41. 

So the committee agreed to rise. 

The committee then rose, and the Speaker hav- 
ing resumed the chair, the chairman reported that 


SS 


the Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar had had under consideration House bill 


No. 168, for the relief of David Myerle, but had 
come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to correct aclerical error made in the 
engrossment of bill No. 166; that is, to change the 
word Cilley to that of Kelley. 

TheSPEAKER. There being no objection, it 
will be so ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. As the gentlemen who have 
objected to the fortification bill will not press their 
objections now, I ask leave to report it for the 


purpose of reference. 
Mr. CARTTER. I object to any such bill. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I ask the con- 
sent of the House to withdraw from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce some papers in reference to the 
custom-house at Biloxi, Mississippi, for the pur- 
ose of reference to the proper Department. 
The SPEAKER. There being no objection, it 
will be so ordered. 
On motion by Mr. LETCHER, the House 
then adjourned until Monday next at eleven 
o’clock, a. m. 





PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
ander the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The memorial of Nelson Johnson and 
Others, citizens of New York, praying Congress for the 
passage of a law for the better protection of lives on board 
of steamboats. 

Aliso, the memorial of Dingwell and others, for the same. 

Also, the memorial of D. E. Bailie and others, for the 
same. 

Also, the memorial of Thomas Carter and others, for the 
same. 

Also, the memorial of H. M. Lockwood and others, for 
the same. 

Also, the memorial of E. M. Baldwin and others, for the 
same. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Eleanor Conlan, 
praying for pension and bounty land. 

By Mr. HART: The memorial of Cyrus Peck, James 
Crepsey, Albert Perkins, Ira Smith, and others, praying the 
passage of a bill for the protection of the lives of passen- 
gers in steamboats. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, -fugust 16, 1852. 


Also, a petition of residents of Green Point, 


New York, praying that the homestead bill may 
become a law; which was ordered to be laid on 
| the table. 





Mr. SOULE presented the petition of R. B. 
Sumner and other citizens of New Orleans, pro- 
posing to sell the United States a site for a naval 
depot in that city; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of the widow 
of Ira Birdsall, United States mail agent, who died 
while in the discharge of his duty, praying an ap- 
propriation for the relief of herself and family; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SEWARD presented resolutions passed at 
a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce of the 
city of New York, in favor of an appropriation 
for the improvement of navigation through Hell 
Gate, and over Diamond Reef; which was ordered 
to be laid on the table. 

Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of J. 
M. Miller, of Louisiana, proposing to place at the 
disposal of the Government, for a fair considera- 
tion, his steam condenser, for the use of their 
steam navy; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BORLAND presented the petition of me- 
chanics and laborers employed in the navy-yard 
at Washington, praying an increase of their pay; 
which was referred to the Committeé on Finance. 

Also, a letter, in the form of a memorial, from 
the men employed on the public works in Wash- 


| ington, praying an increase of pay; which was 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented a petition of 
the citizens of lowa, praying the passage of the 


| homestead bill; which was ordered to be laid on 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair has received a | 


memorial from the laborers on the extension of 
the Capitol, in which they set forth that the com- 
pensation allowed them, taking into consideration 
the immense increase in the price of provisions in 
this citys is barely sufficient to support them, even 
when they receive full compensation; but that de- 


ductions are made whenever the weather prevents | 


them working. 


The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of the | 
agent of the State of Maine, praying that the ac- | 
counting officers of the Treasury may be author- | 
ized to allow and pay all claims intended to be 
Brerives for by the act of 13th June, 1842, that | 


ave been actually allowed and paid by said State; 


which was referred to the Committee on Military | 


Affairs. 


Mr. FISH presented the petition of the widow 


of C. L. Williamson, late a commander in the 
Navy, praying to be allowed the pension her hus- 
band received during his life; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 
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| 
| 


| the table. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. STOCKTON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, t@ which was referred the memorial of 
Thomas Ap C. Jones, asking to be restored to the 
list of invalid pensions, and to be allowed arrears 
of pension, submitted a report, accompanied by a 
bill for his relief; which was read, and shasiil te 
the second reading. 
be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 


The report was ordered to 


| was referred the memorial of James Wormsley, 


} 





praying a pension, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by a bill for his relief; which was read, 
and passed to the second reading. The report 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of John Mitchell, pray- 
ing that the increase of pension allowed him may 
be made to extend back to date of the injury for 
which the pension was granted, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Thomas W. Phelps, 


praying a pension in consequence of the loss of 


sight caused by disease contracted in the naval 
service, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Frederick Rikow, 
praying an increase of pension, and to be allowed 
the amount of money of which he was robbed 
while in Mexico, submitted an adverse report 
thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Lucy Tate, widow of 
an officer in the revolutionary war, praying a pen- 
sion, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which was referred the petition 
of Joseph Mitchell, submitted an adverse report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 


REMITTANCE OF DUTIES. 


Mr. FISH, by unanimous consent, submitted 
informally the substitute which he intends to offer 


to the bill to remit or refund duties on goods, || 


——F 
wares and merchandise destroyed by fire, which 
was ordered to be printed, 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Lepresentatiy es 
was presented by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 
cing that it had passed a bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Army for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1853. 7 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

The message also announced that the House 
of Representatives concurred in the amendment 
made by the Senate to the act for the relief of 
Monmouth B. Hart, Joel Kelley, and William 
Close, sureties for the late Benjamin F. Hart, a 
purser in the United States Navy. 

MARY E. BLANEY. 

Mr. BRIGHT. On Saturday last, the bill for 
the relief of Mrs. Mary E. Blaney, widow of 
the late Major George Blaney, came up on its 
passage and was rejected. On conversing with 
the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Prarr,| I am 
satisfied that injustice has I 


case, 


been done in that 
Therefore, as I voted with the majority, | 
move to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
re} ected. 

Mr. PRATT. I wish to ask the attention of 
the Senate to that bill. It was ordered to be en- 
grossed on Friday. I supposed that Saturday 
was to be devoted tothe Senator from New York, 
{[Mr. Sewarp,] and that it was not to be consid- 
ered a legislative day, and I therefore went home 
Sut I find by looking at the newspapers this 
morning that the bill was rejected on that day. 
As my friend from Indiana has moved a recon- 
sideration of that vote, I desire a test vote of the 
Senate, for it presents a case, if any has ever 
been presented, in which the Government ought to 
pay interest. 

I'he facts of the case are these: The husband of 
this good lady was an officer of the Army. He 
died in the public service. He had placed to his 
individual credit in bank some $2,000 or $3,000. 
The Treasurer of the 
cashier of the bank, under the supposition that 
the officer was indebted to the Government, to 
place that fund, which was to the individual 
credit of the officer, to the credit of the Govern- 
ment. The cashier did so, and the effect was to 
place this money in the Treasury of the United 
States. After some ten or twelve years of litiga- 
tion, the Supreme Court of the United States de- 
cided that this man was not indebted to the Gov- 
ernment. The result thus has been that money to 
the credit of an individual at the time he died was 
taken possession of by the Government. It was 
used by the Government for a great length of time, 
and at the expiration of the period, the Supreme 
Court decided that the money belonged to the indi- 
vidual. If that does not present a case in which the 
Government ought to pay interest, then there is no 
case in which it should, because here, by force, it 
took the money belonging to this individual and 
used it. I hope the Senate will consent to the re- 
consideration, and that we shall pass the bill im- 
mediately. But a few days ago, an amendment 


United States directed the 


was made to a bill by the Senate, at the instance of 


the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Bancer,} 
in which interest was paid under circumstances 
not half so strong as the present case. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Ido not rise to interpose 
any objection to the reconsideration of this matter, 
further than that the whole of the facts may be 
clearly understood. I understand—and if I am 
wrong I will thank the honorable Senator from 
Maryland to correct me—that the difference be- 
tween the Government and this officer arose from 
a claim on the part of the officer for the payment 
ofcommissions. | understand this was one of that 


| class of claims that had not, up to that time, been 


recognized as legitimate. Subsequently, he was 
able to obtain a decision in its favor. When it 
was presented, it was regarded as among the class 
of doubtful claims, but I believe the ultimate de- 
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cision was in favor of the officer. Subsequent 
legislation deprived officers of that class of claims. 

Now, | would inquire whether that is not the 
true question presented—whether the money was 
not detained during |igation in regard to a doubt- 
ful claim, and whether it could be properly said 
that the officer was not indebted to the Govern- 
ment until that doubtful question was settled, as 
it finally was by the determination of the court? 

Avain, there would seem to be some doubt in 
regard to the authority of the cashier of the bank 
to refuse the payment to the legal representative 
of money that belonged to that representative. If 
this be the true view of the case, the representa- 
tive of the eatate has an adequate claim against 
the bank for the detenuon of the money. | pre- 
sent these considerations m order that a full view 
of the case may be had. 

Mr. WALKER. On Saturday last I called for 
the yeas and nays on the passage of this bill. | 
announced at the time that [ felt a desire that it 
should be passed, and! voted for it. 1 still desire 
its passage, and a very simple observation in reply 
to the Senator from Maine, itt occurs to me, ought 
fo satisfy the Senate. Whatever may have been 
the difficulty between the officer and the Govern- 
ment in regard to certain commissions which he 
had charged, it has no bearing whatever on this 
case; for here was the individual money of the 
officer on deposit in bank, and on a mere pre- 
sumption of the officers of the Government that it 
was the Government’s money, they directed it to 
be changed from the credit of the individual to the 
credit of the Government. 


So itremained as long 
as the litigation continued. Thatlitivation resulted 
not only in favor of the individual’s charge for the 
eommission, but in demonstrating the fact that the 
Government had, during the whole time, the use 
of th In the mean time he 

His widow was deprived of the use of the 
money for twelve or thirteen years, and now it is 


e money of the officer. 
died. 


said that the Government ought to pay nothing to 
his widow for the use of the money, after having 
kept her out of it sucha length of time. This, 


t seems to me,is one of those cases where we 
The object for which I 
called for the yeas and nays was that the attention 
of the Senate might be directed to the subject, 
with the view of letting the Senate know that they 
were voting for an allowance of interest. [ wish 
this to be understood, so that when some of my 
reports from the Committee on Claims come up, it 
may not be said that the Senate have always in- 
veterately opposed the payment of interest. ; 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to, and 


the bill was passed. 


ought to allow interest. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. DOWNS. 


[ rise to make a personal ex- 
nlanation. 


I find that in my absence from the 
Senate, explanations have been frequently made 
by other members of the Senate, respecting an 
amendment to the Census bill which was reported 
by me from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
which has passed both Houses of Congress. A 
great many explanations have been made, to show 
on whom rests the responsibility of the amend- 
ment. LT attach no importance to it myself. I re- 
ported the amendment, and am responsible for it. 
When the question was first mentioned, before I 
went away, [ thought it of so little consequence 
as not to require an explanation; but I find, on 
looking into the debates which have taken place 
since | have been gone, that the matter has been 
referred to so often, and so many different expla- 
nations have been made, there seemed to be such 
an anxiety to fix the responsibility upon me, and 
so much was said—very unnecessarily, it seems to 
me—about the responsibility of it, that, although 
really there is no importance whatever attached to 
it by me, yet these debates have given an import- 
ance to it which requires me briefly to explain it. 
The matter is a very simple one. There is no ne- 
cessity for misunderstanding, and no responsibil- 
ity connected with it of which anybody need be 
afraid. 

The circumstances of the case are these: When 
the Committee on the Judiciary had this matter 
before them, a communication was sent by the 
Secretary of the Interior to the committee, ad- 
dressed to the chairman, but which came into my 
hands as acting chairman, in the absence of the 
chairman, [Mr. Burier,] stating that some diffi- 


the person acting as Superintendent of the Census | 
or Secretary of the Census Board should receive, |! 


he wished some provision made in the law to 


settle the question; that up te a certain time he | 


had been paid $3,000, and he thought he owcht to 
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sented it with this clause, so it wasreported. In- 
stead of expressing directly that the salary should 


'| be $3,000, it repealed a clause im the act of 1850, 


} 


be paid that yet; but to remove all doubt and dif- |) 


ficulty, he suggested that some provision should 
be made in the bill to settle it. I have before me 
the letter of the Secretary of the Interior to that 
effect. But to show clearly the whole state of 
the case, | have another statement from that gen- 
tleman of the whole subject, addressed to Mr. 
Kennedy, whieh explains it more fully than I can 
do: 


Wasaincron, July 29, 1852. 

Sir: I have received your letter of this nrorntmg m which 
you refer to the proceedings of the Senate yesterday, and 
request nee to furnish you a statement of sach faets as | am 
acquainted with, connected with your claim for your official 
salary. Inureply, [ have to state that, whea [ took charge 
of this Department, in September, 850, | found you receiv- 
ing a salary of 3.000. 

This you continued to receive, as I believe, without ob 
jection, for sone months. I then learned that objections 
‘were raised to your receiving more than $2,500, on the 
ground that your functions as Secretary of the Census 
Board had ceased, and that from that time you were to be 
regarded merely, as “Superintending Clerk.’’? The disburs- 
ing ageut having made a decision to this effect, the subject 
was brought before me officially, and on an examination of 
the law, | was ef the opinion that you were justly entitled 
to $3,000 so long as the Census Board required your ser 
vices; and that when your functions as Secretary of that 
Board ceased you would draw your salary, as Superintend- 
ing Clerk, at the rafe of 82,500 per annem. 

In pursuance of this opinion, | addressed a note to the 
disbursing agent, instructing him to allow you, in your don- 
ble capacity of Secretary of the CensusBoard and Superin- 
tending clerk, a salary of $3,000, A copy of that note is 
herewith inclosed, No. I. 

Thus the matter stood until about January, 1851, when 
objections were renewed by the First Comptroller. 

I was of the cpinion that the whole matter resolved itself 
into an issue of fact, viz: when did the functions of the 
Census Board cease? 


I thought it was not competent either for the Comptrotier | 
or myself to decide that question ; and thereby undertake | 
summarily to dissolve a Board established by law, and com- | 


posed of gentlemen quite as intelligent and upright as eur 
selves. tn conformity to this view of the subject. I ad 
dressed an official letter to the Census Board, under date of 
4th of September last, (a copy of which | inetose, marked 
23) in which, after reciting the facts, | requested them to 
inform me whether their functions as a Board had ceased? 
and if so, at whattiume? ‘Te this letter | received a reply, 
signed by Mr. Crittenden and Mr. Webster, (Judge Hall 
being at the time absent, I believe,) a copy of which is also 
inclosed, marked No. 3. 

This, [ believe, was done until about the cle@e of the 
year 1851. Shortly thereatter you called upon me and 
stated thatthe difficulties had been renewed im regard to 
your salary 5; and afler expressing your regret at the feeling 
displayed toward you by some of the officers, you stated 
that, to remove all scruples, you had a thought of asking 
an amendment of the law, which would make the matter 
entirely plain. | expressed my approbation of that course, 
and with your concurrence, if not at your reqnest, ft ad 
dressed an official note, under date of the 8th of February, 
1852, to Hon. A. P. Butler, chairman of the Judiciary Com 
mittee of the Senate, referring to the difficulties which 


existed, and requesting of him the introduction of an amend- | 


mentinto the supplementary bill, then before the commit- 
tee, fixing your salary at $3,000. A copy of this note is 
inclosed, marked No, 4. 

I deem it proper to add that, in all my interviews with 
you, you uniformly disclaimed all right to the two salaries, 
and contended merely that you were entitled to the larger 
of the two, viz: 83,000, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


ALEX. H. H. STUART. 
Here is the brief note addressed by the Secre- 


tary of the Interior to the chairman of the Com- | 


mittee on the Judiciary: 


DerpARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, March 8, 1852. 
Sir: As some difficulty has oecurred in regard to the 
salary of Mr. Kennedy, who has acted in the double capa- 
city of Census Superintendent and Seeretary of the Census 
Board, | would respectfuily suggest the introduction of a 
clause into the supplementary bill which you propose to 
report, fixing his salary at $3,000. 
| think he riehly merits it, and I can see no reason why 
he should stand on a different footing from the ether heads 
of bureaus. Very respectfully, &e., 
A. H. H. STUART. 
Hon. A. P. Berier, 


Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, U. S. Senate. 


In accordance with this request of the Secretar 
of the Interior, a clause was inserted in the bill, 
the object of which was to give the Superintendent 
of the Census, acting also as Secretary of the 
Census Board, the salary of $3,000 a year, and 
nothing more. Nothing more has ever been con- 
tended for; nothing more was contended for at the 
time. As to the form in which the amendment 
was made, after the committee agreed on the 
changes in the bill in other respects, the matter 
was referred to Mr. Kennedy, or the Secretary of 
the Interior, | do not recollect which, but to one of 


about which there was some ambiguity. Now, 
the only doubt whieh rests on this subject as to 
the propriety of the law, is whether the fanctions 
of the Census Board did exist after the act of 
1850 was passed. I apprehend thet al? the diffi- 
culty in this case has arisen froma misinterpreta- 
tion of the law in that respect. ‘Fhe Senator from 
Massachusetts seems to adopt the idea,that the 


| functions of the Census Board ceased after the 


passage of the aet of 1850. But that clearly is 
not the case. In the act of 1850, there is an ex- 
press provision that the functions of the Board, 
for certain purposes, shall be continued. In the 
nineteenth section of that act, is this provision: 

“The Pianks and preparatory printing for taking the cen- 
sus shall be executed under the direction of the Censyes 
Board; the other printing hereafter to be executed as Con- 
gress shall direct.’’ 

That clearly continaed the Census Board; but 
this is not the only proof of the matter of fact, 


| which is the manr point m this controversy; for we 
| find that immediately on the passage of the law, the 


proper officers of the Government gave that con- 
struction to it. We find in July, 1850, the Cen- 
sus Board ,under General Taylor’s admmistration, 
gave this statement and opinion: 
Orrice Census Boarp, WasninoTon, July 1, 1850. 

Mr. Kennedy, appointed Secretary of the Census Board 
in accordance with the act of the 4th of March, 1849, con- 
tinues to perform his duties as: sach, and will continue to 


| perform the same until the requirements of the twentieth 








section of the aet of the 23d of May, 1850, have been eom- 
plied with, and the accounts settled. 
3. M. CLAYTON, 
REV’¥ JOHNSON, 
J. COLLAMER. 

So that, after the passage of thelaw of 1850, he 
continued in. his functions, and we find that on the 
30th of September, 1851, when the question was 
raised agai as to whether those functions were 
continued, an application was made by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to the Census Board, then con- 
sisting of different individuals—the present Attor- 
ney General, Secretary of State, and Postmaster 
General—for their opinion. The following letter 
was received in answer: 

WasuHINGTOoN, September 30, 1851. 

We have received your letter of to-day, and have the 
honor to repty, that we do net consider the Census Board 
(ot which we are members) as dissolved, or Mr. J. C. G. 
Kenuedy, the Secretary of that Board, as discharged from 
office. The duties for which that Board was constituted, 


| and the Seeretary appointed, have not been finally eomple- 


ted. We regard the Board as sti continuing, and the See- 
retary as still in office, and as entitled as such to the salary 
of $3,000 per annum, and at that rate. 
We are, very respectfully, yours, &e., 
‘J.J. CRITTENDEN. 
DANIEL WEBSTER. 
Hon. A. H. H. Stuart, Secretary of the Interior. 


P. S. When the Board, by its own official act, shall be 
dissolved, we will not fail to make it known to you. 
3.8. CO. 
D. W. 


So, Mr. President, it is very clear, both from 


| the construction of the law, and the construction 


which has been given to it by the law officers of 
the Government, (for the Attorney General, and 
two other distinguished officers of the Govern- 
ment, constitute the Census Board,) that the func- 
tions did so continue. Tapprehend that the reason 
why the Senator from Massachusetts fell into the 
difficulty on this subject is, that, as the Census bilt 


| of 1850 was reported and first adopted in the Sen- 


ate, it did not contain this provision continuing the 


| Census Board, but afterwards the twentieth section 
' was adopted, whieh has been modified to the act 
| which has given rise to this discussion. 


It con- 
tained the following: 


“That, for the purpose of carrying into effect this act, 
and defraying the preluninary expenditnres, there is hereby 
appropriated, out of any money inthe ‘Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, $150,000, out of which the said Secretary 
of the [nterior may allow the person employed as Secretary 
of the Census Board a compensation after the rate of $3,000 
per annum, from the period he bas been in their employ.” 


Now, that was evidently based on the idea that 


| these functions should not continue; but, after- 


| wards, by an amendment made in the House, the 
| proviso was inserted which contained that provi- 


| 


sion of the bill; but it was not adverted to at the 
time. It was necessary to change in some respects 
the phraseology of the twentieth section; and there- 
fore it was adopted. There was some ambiguity 
in it, and in consequence, it was necessary ta 


culty having arisen as to the amount of pay which || them, to draw the bill in form; and as they pre- || make the amendment to the law suggested by the 


1852. 


Secretary of the Interior and adopted by the com- 
mittee. 

Now, where is the great responsibility for the 
impropriety of this amendment? Is it not evi- 
dent that if the functions ef the Secretary of the 
Census Board so continued, that individual was 
entitled to some compensation for performing 
them? Evidently, I think, he was. He had re- 
ceived that compensation up to a certain time. 
All the proper law officers of the Government 
decided, and clearly the act itself contemplated, 
that he should receive it; but a difficulty was raised || 
by the Comptroller of the Treasury, and therefore 
some amendment to the law was necessary. Now, 
{ understand that it was said this law ought to be 
modified, or some explanatory act should be passed 
in regard to it, because it authorizes the receipt of 
both salaries—$3,000 as Secretary of the Census 
Board, and $2,500 as Superintendent of the Census. || 
It is a sufficient answer to that, that no such claim 
has ever been putin. That was not the object of |} 
the application made to the committee. The man- 
ner in which the committee understood it; the | 
manner in which the Secretary of the Interior 
understood it; the manner in which the Senate and | 

' 


House understood it, and passed upon it, was 
that it never contemplated any such idea as that. || 
Neither has such a claim been set up since the | 
passage of the act. After its passage Mr. Ken- 
nedy applied for the payment of $3,000 a year, 
but for nothing more. Where, then, was the ne- 
cessity of further legislation on the subject for the 
purpose of explaining the law? 

Before the resolution of the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts was brought forward, having 
reported the bill of which it was explanatory, the 
first question I asked was, if Mr. Kennedy had 
asked for the double salary. I understood he had 
not. I then said, that there was no necessity for 
yroviding for evils that might never occur. If Mr. 
Csenehs applies for the double salary, and it is 
likely to be paid him, let us make some provision 
to prevent it; but if he disclaims any such idea, 
there is no necessity for it. He never made any 
suchclaim. The Housecommittee so understood it. 
So the Senate and the House understood it, so that 
there was no necessity for providing against a diffi- 
culty which might never arise. However, not 
being influenced by this suggestion, the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts brought forward his 
resolution. I thoughtso clearly that no necessity 
existed for it, that although I was present when it 
was presented, I thought proper not to interfere. 
Perhaps l ought to have done so, because I re- 
sorted the bill, but | saw no necessity for it. The 
oaiiehin Senator from Massachusetts had aright 
to consult his own judgment on the matter. He 
had a right to introduce the resolution; but I did 
not think it necessary to interfere or make any 
explanation. I make this explanation now, be- 
cause so many remarks have been made, and the 
subject has been referred to as a matter of so much 
ipportance, and my responsibility referred to, 
that | was apprehensive that some culpability 
might be attached to the proceeding which did not 
exist. 

It is then a clear and ordinary transaction. At 
the request of the Department itself, the clause 
was put in the bill, and it underwent the ordinary 
discussion. It was reported by the committees of 
the two Houses, and nobody then gave it an im- 
proper construction; but it seems after the law has 
gone through all the forms, somebody wiser than 
Congress, or the committees, or the Department, 
or anybody else, who seems to have a wish to 
control and direct matters very unnecessarily, it 
seems to me,in some cases at least, has made sug- 
gestions of difficulties that may occur, and there- 
fore the circumstance is brought before Congress 
again. There is no reason for it, and there is no 
reason that so much feeling should have been ex- 
pressed, and so many explanations made. No 
difficulty would arise out of it. It is evident, 
under the circumstances—it having been contem- 
plated that payment should be made to the per- 
son as Secretary of the Census Board as long as 
it existed—he is claiming nothing more than the 
salary of $3,000, to which he is entitled. He was 
entitled to it; and even if that were not the fact, 


of Congress in making a new law, whether the 
duties imposed upon him as Superintendent do not 
entitle him to the salary of $3,000, and whether it 
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capacity alone? And if there was any doubt 
about it, it was sull perfectly proper for Congress, 
if they thought he ought to receive $3,000, to give 


| it to him; and I do not think there would have 


been anything wrong, or any great responsibility 
incurred. Lam sorry that I have been compelled 
to make these explanations. I should not have 
done so but for the very earnest manner ia which 
explanations have been made, and the way in 
which my name has been involved in the matter. 
SAULT STE. MARIE. 
On the motion of Mr. CASS, the Senate, as in 


| Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 


tion of the bill granting to the State of Michigan 


| the right of way, and a donation of public lands, 
| for the construction of a ship-canal around the 


Falls of St. Mary’s river, in said State. 
Along debate ensued, in which Messrs. Cass, 
Unpverwoop, Burter, Bett, Toucey, Dovetas, 


| Arcutson, Pratrr, and Bortanp, participated, 


which will be published in the Appendix. With- 


out disposing of the bill, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, August 16, 1852. 
The House met ateleveno’clock,a. m. Prayer 


| by Rev. Lirrreron F. Morean. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
"he SPEAKER. The business first in order 

is the further consideration of House bill No. 
297, declaring the Wheeling Bridge a “lawful 
structure, and for other purposes.”’ 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to allow me to report 
a bill from the Committee on Commerce, for bet- 
ter securing the lives of passengers on board 
steamboats. [Cries of ** Agreed !’’ ** Acreed !’’} 

l ask this merely for the purpose of having cer- 
tain matters printed which the Committee on Com- 
merce have recommended; and | ask also that the 
consideration of this bill may be postponed until 
Thursday next. 

The question was then taken, and it was agreed 


| to 


Mr. DURKEE. I rise toa privileged question. 
I have been absent from the city for a few days, 
and on my return find that a serious charge was 
made inst me, during my absence, by a member 
of thistfouee. Iam charged with nothing less 
than an act base in its character. 


Mr. MILLSON. I desire to know whether 


| this case comes out of the time allowed to me? 


The SPEAKER. Unless there be a reserva- 
tion made. 

Mr. MILLSON. I must object. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the time proposed to be occupied by 
the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Durkee} 


| shall not come out of the morning hour? 


[Cries of ‘* Agreed !”’ ** Agreed !’’} 

The SPEAKER. There being no objection, 
the time occupied by the gentieman from Wis- 
consin shall not come out of the morning hour. 

Mr. DURKEE. The most friendly relations 
have hitherto existed between myself and the 
member from South Carolina, [Mr. Aiken,]} and 
since I have occupied a seat in this House am not 
conscious of having indulged in the least unkind 


| feelings towards any member of it; and | am sat- 
| isfied that the gentleman who made this accusa- 


tion will, when | explain the remarks to which 
he objected, say that he believes no wrong was 
intended, and withdraw his charge. The issue 


| between us is in relation to an occurrence in the 


city of Charleston; and perhaps, for the inform- 
ation of the House, it would be proper here to 
read the remarks to which the gentleman takes 
exception. 

In the speech which I submitted to the House 
a few days ago on the fugitive slave law, I quoted 


_ from able writers on public law, to show that cruel 


and oppressive enactments are not binding when 
their observance requires the commission of crime; 
and among others an extract from the words of a 
distinguished South Carolinian, which I will now 
read in connection with my own remarks, which 


| were obnoxious to the gentleman: 
still it was a proper matter for the consideration || 


«<< Tn another casein South Carolina,an act of the Assem- 
* bly passed in 1712, was, in 1792, held to be void, because 
‘it took away the freehold of one man and gave it to an- 


| other. The court said it was against common right, as 


6 well as against magna charta, to take away the freehold 


was not right for Congress to give it to him inthat || ‘of one man and vest it in another, and that, too, to the 
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* prejudice of third persons, without any compensation of 
* even a trial by the jury of the country; and the act was, 
‘ therefore, ipso facto, void ; that no length of time could give 
‘validity, being originally founded on erroneous princi- 
* ples. ~- Bowman v. Middleton, 1 Bay, 252. 

** But, Mr. Chairman, the citizens of South Carolina have 
not only spoken theoretically on this subject, but have given 
in One case, as T am informed, a practical illustration of 
this sentiment. I was told afew days since, by a highly 
respectable gentleman who resided several years in that 
State, that a negro in the city of Charleston afew years ago 
was sentenced to be hung for strikinghis master. The nar- 
rator, in speaking of the provocation, said: 

**¢'The master was discovered by the prisoner trespassing 
‘on the chastity of his wife. Under the excitement of the 
* moment the slave struck his master, for which he was sen 
*tenced to be hung! On the day appointed for the exect 
‘tien, the sheriff ascended the scaffold with the prisoner 
* placed the rope about his neck, but felt so much sympathy 
* tor the slave that he could not perform the duties of his 
‘ office, and offered $1,000 to any person that would; but net 
‘one could be found. All were aware of the circumstances, 
‘and presumed that a colored man had nerves to feel on 
‘such an occasion as well as a white man. After a time, 
‘the rope was taken from his neck, and he was permitted 
‘to escape from the State.’ 

* Thus we see the triumph of the ‘higher law,’ even in 
South Carolina, and another proof that man is stamped 
with a divine principle by his Creator, that cannot be en- 
tirely effaced by barbarous legislation. Sir, this humane 
and righteous act of the citizens of Charleston is worthyof 
all praise, and how much m to the honor of human na 
ture than the infamous con of the citizens of Boston in 
kidnapping poor Simms—a crime which will leave an in- 
delible stain upon the inhabitants of that city and upon the 
Republic in all coming time. How strangely it contrasts 
with the battle of Banker Hill, and the conduet of the Bos 
ton Tea-Party! I do not wonder at the animadversions of 
the Rev. Theodore Parker on the shameful conduct of that 
city, whose * prejudices* had been conquered by its distin- 
guished leader.”’ 


; 


My object in citing this incident was for the 
two-fold purpose of adducing proof to sustain my 
views on the ‘** fugitive slave law,’’ and to show 
the great contrast in the conduct of the cities of 
Boston and Charleston in two given cases, in 
which I commended the course of the latter city 
in its disregard of a State enactment, the observ- 
ance of which would have involved the commis- 
sion of a great wrong. 

Mr. LETCHER. Irisetoa que stion of order. 
I do not understand this to be a personal explana- 
tion, but an argument to sustain the position 
which the gentleman took in his speech on the sub- 
ject of slavery. 

The SPEAKER. It is difficult for the Chair to 
determine for what purpose the House, by unani- 
mous consent, allowed the gentleman from Wis- 
consin to take the floor. 

Mr. LETCHER. It was for personal expla- 
nation, as I understood it, and not for the purpose 
of enabling the gentleman to vo into an areument 
here to define the position which he took in his 
speech three or four days ago. 

Mr. DURKEE. I am endeavoring to show 
that nothing offensive was intended, and that the 
remarks to which the gentleman objects admit no 
such construction. They are simply a narration; 
and if they contain any inaccuracies, shall most 
cheerfully ‘be corrected. Sir, what is the differ- 
ence in our statements? The gentleman, in his 
own remarks, admits substantially my statement 
of the case, except in one particular; and that is, 
that the negro that the people of Charleston re- 
fused to execute was guilty of arson instead of a 
personal assault. He himself commends the peo- 
ple of South Carolina for the course they pursued 
in relation to the acts to which I alluded. The 
only difference between us is in regard to the crime 
of which the negro was found guilty. The stat- 
utes of South Carolina, in reference to such per- 
sons, put the crime of arson and of assault with 
intent to kill on the same level. The penaltv is 
the same. That isthe main difference between us. 

He agrees with me as to the modus operandi, the 
course of procedure by the court, the refusal of 
the people and of the sheriff, very properly, as he 
says, to carry out that law. The circumstances 
were such that the law could not be enforced. The 
sheriff even offered a¥reward to any one who 
would act as executidner, and no man would ac- 
cept. That was the very principle for which I 
was contending in my speech. Sir, it wasa noble 
| act; and I say again that | will never be deprived 
| of the privilege of bearing testimony in favor of 
such humane and just principles. 

Mr. MASON. I hope the gentleman from 
Wisconsin will not abuse the privilere which has 
been extended to him of making a personal expla- 
nation by delivering a regular speech, becnuse on 
some other day some gentleman may really wish 
| to make a personal explanation. 
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Mr. DURKEE. Mr. Speaker, I have not 
troubled the House much with speeches, and trust 
that no gentleman will object to my occupying 
twenty or thirty minutes in repelling the unpro- 
voked assault on my character. 

Mr. MASON. Under the pretext of a personal 
explanation, it very often happens that a gentleman 
makes an hour speech. 

Mr. DURKEE. I hope the House, out of re- 
spect to itself, will permit me to prove my inno- 
cence of the wrong imputed to me. If I am as 
base as represented, it is a duty the House owes 
to itself to expel me. ‘The maintenance of its honor 
and dignity demands it. 

Sir, | wish to allude to the circumstances which 
led to my knowledge of this incident. 

Not tong since | was conversing with a south- 
ern gentleman—an educated, talented, and respect- 
able man, who has resided many years in the 
South, and is well known to many of the citizens 
of South Carolina. 

Mr. AIKEN. Is he here? 

Mr. DURKEE. He was in the city a few days 
ago. I called to see him this morning, and found 
that he had left. in conversing with this gentle- 
man upon various omm the slavery question 
came up. I said to him that the North was greatly 
in the majority, and still allowed the minority to 
wield the General Government for the mainte- 
nance of the coastwise slave trade and slavery in 
the District of Columbia. I remarked, too, that I 
knew southern gentlemen in the Thirty-first Con- 
gress willing to support the Wilmot proviso, who 
declared themselves in favor of circumscrii\ing the 
institution of slavery—of shutting it out from the 
vast territory recently acquired, and of letting x 
die out. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
says that he knew southern men in the Thirty- 
first Congress who were in favor of the Wilmot 
proviso. task him to name one. 

Mr. DURKEE. 
my remarks. ‘ 
record. 

Mr. HARRIS. I should be obliged to the gen- 
tleman if he will name them. I want to know 
who they are. 

Mr. DURKEE. I recollect one gentleman who 
voted for it and afterwards changed his vote, for 
the reason, as he said, that northern men would 
not stand up in Congress in support of principles 
which they professed on this subject at home. | 
said to this gentleman, that I believed southern 
members were more independent in the mainte- 
nance of their peculiar institution, than many north- 
ern members were to carry out the principles of 
their constituents. He assented, and added, that 
the southern people were naturally kind-hearted, 
and when really convinced they were right in a 
good cause, would allow nothing to defeat them. 
He then related this case in Charleston, just as | 
have stated it; that the law was rigid, that the 
men was tried and condemned, but public senti- 
ment was against enforcing the law in this instance. 
The fact was, public sentiment had outgrown the 
law passed a long time previous. We have a law 
in this District, that where a man is found guilty 
of the crime of arson, he shall be hanged and 
drawn in quarters; but we have risen above this 
relic of barbarism in our judicial proceedings. It 
has become inoperative, and so with the case in 
South Carolina. Was there anything inflamma- 
tory or disrespectful in my alluding to the progress 
and reform of popular sentiment in South Caro- 
lina, in regard to laws of that character? I think 
not. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise again to a point of 
order, and 1 insist that the Chair shal! decide it. 
It seems to me that enough has been said to indi- 
cate that the gentleman from Wisconsin is not in 
order in the course of argument which he is pursuing 
here. ‘The gentleman’s remarks have been as far 
from being in the nature of personal explanation 
as anything I recollect to have heard. The object 
of the gentleman seems to me to be to make an 
argument here for the peculiar benefit of his free- 
soil constituents at home, and of an offensive char- 
acter towards those northern men here who do 
not conenr with him in opinion. 

Mr. DURKEE. The northern men do not 
complain. 

Mr. HART. Yes, they do. 

The SPEAKER. | The Chair is of opinion that 


I will do so as soon as I close 
‘heir names can be found on the 


although not expressed in so many words, to en- 


able the gentleman to make a personal explanation, 
and the gentleman is requested to confine himself 
strictly to a personal explanation. 

Mr. DURKEE, I will say, Mr. Speaker, that 
the remarks with which the gentleman is dis- 
pleased, were not intended to injure his feelings or 
the feelings of his constituents. If, in combating 
the great evil in which the perpetuity and welfare 
of the Republic is involved, I find it necessary to 
advert to the records and public history of our 
country, | hope never to shrink from my duty. I 
certainly shall not be deterred by any denuncia- 
tions uttered on this floor, or by Congressional or 


Baltimore resolutions. Sir, the freedom of debate, | 


the maintenance of individual opinion and indi- 
vidual independence, gave birth to our constitu- 
tional freedom. If we mean to maintain it, we 
should ever seek to preserve these invaluable bless- 
ings which are so dear to every patriot, and to 
every American citizen. I say, in the words of 
another, ** give me liberty of thought and speech, 
or give me death.’’ If the gentleman 1s satisfied 
there was no wrong intended, I trust he will with- 
draw his accusation. 

Mr. AIKEN. WhenlI came into this Hall at 
the commencement of this Congress, it was not 
my disposition or intention to be offensive to any 
gentleman. Far be it from meto beso. All that 
fell from me the other day, in relation to the gen- 
tleman’s speech, was exceedingly repugnant to 
my feelings, butit was a duty which I owed to 
my constituents, and which I performed willingly 
and cheerfully. And not only did I do it on that 
oceasion, but I say that I will do it again when- 
ever the same thing presents itself. 

The gentleman from Wisconsin has made a di- 
rect appeal to me; and if he is perfectly willing to 
withdraw the offensive language which he made 
use of in his speech, I have not the slightest ob- 
jection to meet him upon that ground. My inter- 
course with that gentleman has been familiar and 
social, as | desire it to be with all the members of 
this House. I do not wish to say anything offen- 
sive to that gentleman, or to any other gentleman. 
If the gentleman will publicly, upon this floor, 
withdraw the offensive language he has given ut- 
terance to, | am willing to meet him in that 
spirit. 

Mr. DURKEE. 
offensive? 

Mr. AIKEN. The gentleman is in error in his 
statement of the case. He says in his printed 
speech, that this negro was condemned because he 
struck a white man for having interfered with his 
wife. That is offensive language. Such a thing 
did not occur. The gentleman who gave you the 
information was either mistaken, or else he wished 
to deceive you. 

Mr. DURKEE, I accept, of course, the cor- 
rection of any error that may have occurred in de- 
scribing this case, but will here announce, in vin- 
dication of the person who related the circum- 
stance to me, and in my own justification, that 
on Saturday evening I received a letter from a per- 
son now in the city of Philadelphia, in which he 
states that he was a resident of Charleston at the 
time, and that there did such a case occur as re- 
lated in my speech, in addition to the one already 
admitted by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
and that the only mistake in the statement is, that 


What is the languag@that is 


the man was finally executed instead of being re- | 
leased. I have the letter before me, and will have 


it read, if the gentleman desires. 

Mr. AIKEN. I understand that case perfectly, 
and will explain it, if the House will give me leave. 

Mr. DURKEE. Would you like to have the 
letter read ? 

Mr. AIKEN. No, sir; I do not desire it. I 
know all the circumstances connected with the 
case, and can give them if the House desires. 

I can explain this case in a few words. Itisa 


} matter which | dislike very much to bring before 


the House; but I will state the facts connected 


| with it for the satisfaction of the gentleman. There 


} 


| slaves. 


| the best description before her marriage. 


was a case of this nature which occurred in 
Charleston in 1830, but it had nothing to do with 
There was a free negro man married 
a free negro woman, whose character was not of 
She had 
been in the habit of cohabiting with other persons; 
and in a short time after her marriage, I presume 
she returned to her first love, and did the same 


it must have been the intention of the House, || thing again. It s0 happened that this free negro | 
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man met a white who was with her at the time. 
He was a gambler, and a most disreputable per- 
son—a man who did not belong to Charleston, 
but was there for a shorttime. This free negro 
did strike him, and was tried, condemned, and 
hung. The laws were positive upon the subject. 
An appeal was made to the lamented General 
Hayne, who was Governor of the State at the 
time, by a number of citizens, to pardon him. 
Iam sorry to’ make this allusion, for I do not 
desire to allude to the subject in this House; but 
itis true that one of the strongest reasons for 
allowing that man to be hung, was that this Abo- 
lition party had become so powerful in the free 
States that it became necessary to make an exam- 
ple of this. man, to let these free negroes know 
their duty. Now, sir, I repeat that I do not like 
to allude to a matter of this kind. If the gentle- 
man had only consulted me before he made his 
speech, I would have explained it; and these per- 
sonal explanations before the House would never 
have occurred. 

Mr. DURKEE. 
intended to say. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois, obtained the 
floor. 

Mr. FICKLIN. Is it in order now to move to 
suspend the rules to introduce my small note bill ? 

The SPEAKER. Not during the morning 
hour. The business first in order is the bill de- 
claring the Wheeling Bridge a lawful structure; 
upon which the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Mrutson] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Was I not recognized by 
the Chair? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks pardon of 
the gentleman. He was recognized by the Chair, 
and is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. [I rose in the first place to 
ask a little favor of the House, but I have no idea 
they will grant it, and I will not, therefore, 
press it upon them at this time. [Laughter.} 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from. Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Mitxson] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. MILLSON resumed and concluded his ar- 
gument in favor of the bill. 

[A message was here received from the Senate 
through Aspury Dickins, Esq., its Secretary, 
notifying the House of the passage by that body 
of certain bills.) 

Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the fol- 
lowing acts; which received the signature of the 
Speaker: 7 

H. R. No. 166. An act for the relief of Mon- 
mouth B. Hart, Joel Kelly, and William Close, 
sureties of the late Benjamin F’. Hart, a purser in 
the United States Navy; 

H. R. No. 158. An act for the relief of Ser- 
geant Leonard Skinner; and 

H. R. No. 153. An act for the relief of the 
heirs of Semoice, a friendly Creek Indian. 

Mr. DISNEY then obtained the floor, and pre- 
ceeded to argue in favor of the power of Congress 
to erect a bridge over the Ohio, and maintaining 
that although such a bridge when erected by Vir- 
ginia alone, might be properly declared by the 


I have concluded what 1 


| Supreme Court a muisance, yet the bridge having 


been erected, the Congress of the United States, 
in which lies the jurisdiction, could adopt this 
bridge as a post route. [This speech will be found 
in the Appendix.] 


THE INDIGENT INSANE. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour having 
expired, the Chair thinks it his duty to call up the 
privileged motion made by the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Sraxty] on Monday last. 
It is a motion to suspend the rules for the purpose 
of taking up and acting upon the following bill, 
viz: A bill **making a grant of public lands to the 
several States of the Union for the benefit of indi- 
gent insane persons.’” 

Mr.STANLY. [hope the bill will be taken up 
without the necessity of calling for the yeas and 
nays. 

The question was put, and upon a division there 
were 47 in the affirmative. 

Mr. STANLY demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of Tennessee, and 
Fow Ler were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 77, noes 40; not being two thirds in 
the afirmative— 
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Me. S STANL Y demanded the yeas ania nays 
which were ordered. 

Mr. MILLSON. Is it in order for me to make 
an inquiry of the Chair? 

The SPEAKER. Not without the unanimous 
consent of the House. 

Mr. MILLSON. I desire to know if this bill 
will interfere with the Wheeling Bridge case? 

The SPEAKER. It cannot interfere with the 


sued, be allowed to locate the same within the limits of any 
other State, or of any organized Territory of the United 
States; but their assignees may thus locate said land serip 

| upon any of the anappropriated lands of the United States 
subject to private entry. 

In section 5. After the words “ are appropriated” in third 
line insert, “and from the sales of land scrip hereinbefore 
provided for.”’ 

Tn section 6. After the word 
sert * and land serip.”” 


“land? in second line, in- 


: Mr. STANLY. I now demand the previous 
morning hour. question. 
The question was then taken, and there were— Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I hope the 


yeas 92, nays 41; as follows: 
” YEAS—Messrs. Allison, William Appleton, Beale, Ben- 
nett, Bibighaus, Bissell, Bowie, Bowne, Brenton, Briggs, 
Albert G. Brown, George H. Brown, Burrows, Caldwell, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Chand- 
ier, Chapman, Clingman, Cobb, Conger, Curtis, Doty, 
Duncan, Evans, Florence, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, Gam- 
ble, Gaylord, Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich, Hall, Harper, 


| gentleman will withdraw the ‘demand for the 
vious question. 
to the old States not a dollar. 
Mr. AVERETT. I appeal to the gentleman 
who moved the previous question to withdraw it, 
and to allow me to address the House, for the com- 


pre- 
The bill, as it now stands, gives 


Hart, Haws, Haseall, Haven, Hebard, Horstord, John W. mittee have heard nothing about this bill. The 
Howe, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jenkins, George G. King, Kuhns, || friends of this bill have had several occasions to 


Kurtz, Landry, Mann, Martin, McCorkle, Miller, Miner, 
Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Newton, Andrew Parker, 
Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penniman, Polk, Porter, Price, 
Reed, Sackett, Schoonmaker, Scudder, Origen 8S. Sey- 
mour, Smith, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, St. Martin, Stratton, Stuart, 
Sutherland, Sweetser, Taylor, Benj. Thompson, Thurston, 
Walbridge, Walsh, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Welch, 
Addison White, Alexander White, and Yates—92. 

NAYS—Messrs. Averett, Thomas H. Bayly, Bocock, 
Busby, Coleock, Dean, Durkee, Edgerton, Edmundson, 
Faulkner, Ficklin, Floyd, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hen- 
dricks, Henn, Hibbard, Holladay, Houston, Jackson, An- 
drew Johnson, John Johnson, George W. Jones, Letcher, 
Lockhart, Mason, McMullin, McQueen, Meade, Millson, 
Murphy, Murray, Orr, Robie, Stone, Wallace, Wildrick, 
and Woodward—4l. 


So (two thirds voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended. 

Mr. STANLY. Is the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. Sister] be- 
fore the House? 

The SPEAKER. I understand from the Clerk 
that it is not before the House. 
Mr. STANLY. I have no objection to the 
amendment being offered, and then | wish to move 
the previous question. This bill has been dis- 
cussed at two different sessions of Congress, and 
{ desire the House to dispose of it in some way || George G. King, Kuhns, Landry, Mann, Martin, MeCor 
or other. kle, Miller, Miner, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Samuel 
The SPEAKER. The amendment of the gen- W. Parker, Peaslee, Penuiman, Perkins, Price, Reed, Scud 
tleman from Minnesota can come up in order by || ff Origen S- Seymour, Smith, Stanly, Benjamin, Stan 
the unanimous consent of the House. min Thompson, Thurston, Walbridge, Walsh, Ward, 

Mr. HALL. I object to it. Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Addison White, Alexander 

TheSPEAKER. There area number ofamend- 
ments proposed by the committee, which must be 


address the committee, and there has been no op- 
portunity te speak against it. 

Mr. STANLY. I have had mary applications 
of that kind, and I cannot withdraw the call. 

Mr. AVERETT. I hope then that the previ- 
ous question will be voted down. 

Mr. SIBLEY. I wish to ask, whether before 
the previous question is moved and seconded, it is 
not in order for me to offer my amendment? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has alre ady 
stated that it is not in order except by the unani- 
mous consent of the House. 

The previous question was then seconded. 


The question then being, ‘* Shall the main ques- 
tion be now put?”’ 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered; and the question 
being taken there were—yeas 76, nays 58; as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. William Appleton, Beale, Bennett, Bib 
ighaus, Bissell, Bowne, John H. Boyd, Brenton, Briggs, 
Albert G. Brown, George H. Brown, Burrows, E. Carring 
ton Cabell, Caldwell, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Chand 
ler, Chapman, Cobb, Conger, Dean, Dockery, Doty, Dun 
can, Evans, Florence, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, Gilmore, 
Goodenow, Goodrich, Hall, Harper, Haws, Haven, He- 
bard, Horstord, Houston, John W. Howe, John Johnson, 


White, and Yates—76. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Ashe, Averett, Babcock, 


Thomas H. Bayly, Bocock, Breckinridge, Buell, Joseph 
acted upon before other amendments can be of-| Cable, Chastain, Coleock, Dimmick, Disney, Durkee, 
fered. If the previous question be sustained, it | Edgerton, Edmundson, Faulkner, Ficklin, Floyd, Thomas 


J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Hamilton, Hammond, Isham G. Har 
ris, Sampson W. Harris, Hart, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, 
Holladay, Howard, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, 
Daniel T’. Jones, George W. Jones, Kurtz, Letcher, Ma- 
son, McMullin, McQueen, Meade, Millson, Murphy, Mur 
ray, Orr, Andrew Parker, Robie, Schoonmaker, Skelton, 
Snow, Thaddeus Stevens, Sweetser, Wallace, Wilcox, 
Wildrick, and Woodw: 


So the main question was ordered to be put. 
The following amendment reported by the Com- 


will cut off all amendments except those proposed 
by the committee. 

Mr. SIBLEY. I believe the gentleman from 
North Carolina ‘does not intend to cut off my 
amendment by moving the previous question. I 
wish to ask whether that amendment of mine can- 
not be received by the unanimous consent of the 
House? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- ; 
souri (Mr. Haut] objects. mittee on Public Lands was then disagreed to, as 

Mr. SIBLEY. I hope the gentleman from follows: 

Missouri will withdraw his objection. 1. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I hope the 
gentleman from North Carolina will not call for 
the previous question. I hope he will withdraw 
it; for the bill as it now stands will prohibit the 
settlement of Minnesota indefinitely. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Will it be in order to have 
the amendment of the gentleman from Minnesota 
read for information ? 

The SPEAKER. It can only be done by unan- 
imous consent, 

No objection being made, the amendment was 
read, as follows: 

In section 1. ‘And Territories,’’ interlined after the 
word “States” in third line. 

In section 2, Strike out the words “ and the quantity ap- 
portioned to any State in which there are no such lands, 
shall be located in the territory belonging to the United 
States, to which the Indian title shall be extinguished, and 
it shall be the duty of the States to offer the said Jands for 
sale immediately, and to complete the same at the earliest 
practicable delay,” in lines eight to fourteen, and alsovall the 
provisos contained in said section, and insert in lieu thereof | 
the following words: 

And the Secretary of the Interior is hereby directed to 
issue to those States in which there are no public lands of 
the value of $1 25 per acre, land scrip to the amount of their 
distributive shares in acres, under the provisions of this act, 
said scrip to be sold by said States, and the proceeds thereof 
applied to the uses and purposes prescribed in this act, and | 
for no other use or purpose whatsoever: Provided, That in || 

' 





In section 1, strike out the following: 

** Ten millions of acres of land, to be apportioned*under 
the direction of the President of the United States,in the 
compound ratio of the geographical area and representation 
of said States in the House of Representatives, according to 
the census of 1850: Provided, That the area of no State 
shall be computed at more than fifty thousand square 
miles,’? and insert in lieu thereof the following: “ Public 
lands at the rate of fifty thousand acres to each Representa 
tive in the House of Representatives, according to the cen 
sus of 1850,’ so as to make the section read as follows, viz : 

‘*Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress as 
sembled, That there be granted to the several States for the 


Representatives, according to the census of 1850.2’ 


The following amendments of the C 
on Public Lands were then agreed to, viz: 


2. In section 2, after the word *‘iands,”’ in the fourth line, 

strike out the words ‘ of suitable quality,’’ and insert after 

| the word “ State,”’ in the fifth line, the words “ worth #1 25 

| per acre, the value of said lands to be determined by the 
Governor of said State,’’ so as to make it read: 

Sec. 2. Andbeit further enacted, That the land afore- 
said, after being surveyed, shall be apportioned to the sev- 
eral States in sections or subdivisions of sections; and 
whenever there are public lands in a State worth $1 25 per 
acre, the value of said lands to be determined by the Gov- 
ernor of said State, the quantity to which said State shall 
| be entitled shall be selected from such lands,’’ &e. 

3. Add to section 2, the following proviso, viz : 

Provided further, That if said land be not sold within 
twenty years from and after the passage of this act, the 


no case shall any State to which land serip may thus be is- 
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purpose hereinafter mentioned, public lands at the rate of 
fifty thousand acres to each Representative in the House of 


Yommittee 
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lands remaining unsold at the end of that time, shall revert 
to the United States.” 

$. Strike out the 3d section, as follows, viz: 

‘Sec. 3. ndhe it further enacted, That whenever the 
apportionment of said lands shall be completed, patents 
shall be issued to the several States for the portions which 
shall be allotted to them respectively ; and thereupon the 
said State shall assume the management and sale of the 
lands thus apportiened to them.’’ 

5. In section 5, after the word “ States,” in fourth line, 
insert the words “‘ or some other safe stocks, yielding not 
less than five per cent. upon the par value of said stocks,’? 
so as to make it read: 

“Sec. 5. ind he it further enacted, That all moneys 
derived from the sale of the lands aforesaid, by the States tw 
whieh the lands were apportioned, shall be invested in 
stocks of the United States, or of the States or some other 
safe stocks, yielding not less than five percentum upon the 
par value of said stocks, and that the moneys so invested, 
shall constitute a perpetual fand, the capital of which skall 
be forever undiminished, and the interest of which sball be 
inviolably appropriated to the comfortable maintenance and 
support of the curable and incurable indigent insane.’ 

6. In section 7, after the word ‘‘ idiots,” in line three, in 
sert the words, ** the deafand dumb or blind,” so as to make 
it read, as follows, viz: 

“Seo. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any State 
shall establish a public State institution for the mainte 
nance and education of idiots, fhe deaf and dumb or blind, 
they may, at the discretion of each State, be permitted to 
participate in the benefits of this act, under the restrictities 
hereinbefore specified, and ig the ratio of their numbers, 
relatively to the insane for whose maintenance and support 
the interest of the fund belonging to such State shall be 
applied, anything in this act to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. 
































































































































The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Sister, [inserted previously,] 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. CHASTAIN moved to lay the bill upon 
the table; and on that motion he asked for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 52, nays 90; 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Babcock, 
Bayly, Bocock, Breckinridge, Buell, Busby, 
Chastain, Coleock, Dean, Durkee, 
Floyd, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, 
Isham G. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Holladay, 
Houston, Howard, Jackson, Jenkins, A. Johnson, J. John- 
son, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Kurtz, Letcher, 
Mason, McMullin, MeQueen, Meade, Millson, Murphy, 
Murray, Orr, Robie, Snow, Sutherland, Wallace, 
Wilcox, Wildrick, and Woodward—52. 


as fol- 


Thomas H. 
Joseph Cable, 
Edmundson, Faulkner, 


Ross, 


NAYS—Messrs. Allison, William Appleton, Beale, Ben- 
nett, Bibighaus, Bissell, Bowie, Bowne, J. H. Boyd, Bren- 
ton, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, Geo. H. Brown, Burrows, 


E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Chapman, Cobb, 
Conger, Dimmick, Dockery, Doty, Duncan, Edgerton, 
Evans, Florence, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, Gamble, Gay 

lord, Gentry, Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich, Harper, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hart, Haws, Hascall, Haven, Hors- 
ford, George G. King, Kuhns, Landry, Mann, Martin, Me- 
Corkle, Miller, Miner, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Out 

law, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penni- 
man, Perkins, Poik, Porter, Price, Reed, Sackett, Schoon- 
maker, Scudder, Origen 8S. Seymour, Skelton, Smith, 
Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, St. Martin, Stratton, Stuart, 


Sweetser, Taylor, Benjamin Thompson, Thurston, Wal 
bridge, Walsh, Washburn, Watkins, Welsh, and Yates— 
90. 


So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

The bill was then ordered to be enrrossed 
read a third time. 

The SPEAKER. 
third reading ? 

Several Voices. 

Mr. JOHNSON, 
been encrossed ? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
reading. 

Mr.STANLY. I move to recommit the bill to 
the Committee on Public Lands. I hope the gentle- 
man from Tennessee will withdraw his objection, 
and allow the bill to have its third reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I must decline 
to withdraw it. 

Mr. STANLY. Then! move to suspend the 
rules, so as to enable the bill to be read the third 
time now. 

Mr. LETCHER. 

eas and nays. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 
and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CHannier, 
and Sranron of Tennessee were appointed. 

The House was then divided upon ordering the 
yeas and nays, and the tellers reported 31 in the 
affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 


, and 


When shall the bill have its 


‘* Now!’’ ** Now!’” 
of Tennessee. Has the bill 


It has not. 
Then I object to the third 


On that motion, I ask for the 


I call for tellers on the yeas 
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The question was then taken upon Mr. Srantry’s 
motion, and there were—yeas 90, nays 48; as fol- 
lows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Allison, William Appleton, Bennett, 
Bibighaus, Bissell, Bowie, Bowne, Jolin H. Boyd, Brenton, 
Briggs, Albert G. Brown, George H. Brown, Burrows, 
Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Thomas Campbell, Cartter, 
Chandler, Chapman, Cobb, Conger, Dimmick, Dockery, 
Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Edgerton, Evans, Florence, Fow 
ler, H. M. Fuller, Gamble, Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich, 
Harper, Hart, Haws. Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Horsford, J. 
W. Howe, Ingersoll, G. G. King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Landry, 
Mann, Martin, McCorkle, Miller, Miner, John Moore, Out 
law, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Peasiee, Penni- 
man, Perkins, Polk, Porter, Price, Reed, Sackett, Schoon- 
maker, Seudder, Origen 8. Seymour, Skelton, Smith, Stan- 
lv, Benjamin Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, St. Martin, Strat- 
ton, Stuart, Sweetser, Taylor, B. Thompson, Thurston, 
Watbridge, Walsh, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Welch, 


Wells, Alexander White, and Yates—90. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ashe. Averett, Babcock, Thomas H. 
Bayly, Boecock, Buell, Busby, Joseph Cable, Chastain, 


Coleock, Pean, Disney, Edmundson, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Holladay, Houston, 
Howard, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Daniel T. 
Jones, George W. Jones, Preston King, Letcher, Lockhart, 
Mason, MeMullin, MeQueen, Meade, Millson, Henry D. 
Moore, Murphy, Murray, Orr, Robie, Ross, Wallace, Wil 
e@, Wildrick, and Woodward—48. 

So (two thirds not v®ting in the affirmative) 
the rules were not suspended. 


MARY B. RENNER. 


Mr. COBB. I now make the appeal to the 
House, of which | gave notice several days ago, 
in behalf of a suffering widow and six orphan chil- 
dren. | hope the House will allow the bill to pass. 
It has passed both branches of Congress several 
times, has been reported on by many committees 
of both Houses, and has never been reported 
against. I ask the unanimous consent of the 
House to offer the following resolution: 

Resoived, That the Committee of the Whole House be 
discharged from the further consideration of Senate bill No. 
1f2, providing for the settlement by the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States of the claim of Daniel Ren 
ner, deceased, upon such terms as are provided for in said 
bill, not to exceed the amount therein stated. 

Mr. CARTTER. Is itin order to move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. Not while the gentleman 
from Alabama is upon the floor. Is there objec- 
tion to the resolution of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama? 

Several Members objected. 

Mr. COBB. Then I move to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. STANLY. Was my motion to recommit 
the bill for the benefit of the indigent insane enter- 
tained ? 

The SPEAKER. 
tertained. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cons’s 
motion, and (two thirds voting in the affirmative) 
it was agreed to. 

‘The question was then taken upon the resolu- 
tion, and it was agreed to. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill as follows, 
viz: ** An act for the relief of John F. Callan, ad- 
ministrator of Daniel Renner, deceased.”’ 

Mr. STUART. I rise to a privileged question. 
I desire to move to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill fer the benefit of the indigent insane was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. I 
do not wish to press the motion now, but I ask 
that it may be entered. 

‘The motion was accordingly entered. 

Mr. COBB. The Committee on Claims unani- 
mously directed the bill now before us to be re- 
ported tothe House. The committee adopted the 
report of the Senate committee that investigated 
this subject. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Let us hear the bill read. 

The Clerk read the bill through. It author- 
izes the Secretary of the Treasury to pay some 
$6,000 for the destruction of a rope-wa k by the 
enemy in 1814. 

Mr. COBB. Ihave no desire to consume the 
time of the House about this matter. There is 
one amendment, however, which must be made 
in the bill, and that is, to change the name of the 
administrator. John F. Callan has resigned the 
administration, and the widow herself has been ap- 
pointed administratrix. 1 desire that that amend- 
ment shall he made. 

Mr. CARTTER. I wish to inquire if there is 
a report accompanying the bill? 


That motion has been en- 


Mr. COBB. There is a report from the Senate 
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committee, and if the gentleman wishes it, it can | 


be read for the information of the House. 

Mr. KING, of New York. I desire to hear 
the report read. This is one of those old war 
claims. 

Mr. CARTTER. I desire to ask a single ques- 
tion. 1 want to know whether a bill was not once 
reported in this case and lost? 

Mr. COBB. 
vorted on favorably. 

Mr. CARTTER. 
provided for by bill? 

Mr. COBB. A part of it has. 

Mr. CARTTER. How old are the ** orphans?”’ 
I see that the injury for which indemnity is claimed 
was sustained in 1814. 

Mr. COBB. They are old enough to be suf- 
ferers. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
is to pay the claim a second time? 

Mr. COBB. It never has been paid yet. 

The report accompanying the bill was then 
read. 

Mr. COBB. I move to amend the bil! by strik- 
ing out the words ** John F. Callan, administra- 
tor,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
‘* Mary B. Renner, administratrix.”’ 

Mr. CARTTER. 
amendment upon the table. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. 
tleman from Ohio to withdraw that motion fora 
moment, in order that I may say a few words of 
explanation. 

Mr. CARTTER. These claimants have re- 
ceived nearly $20,000 already. 

Mr. BROWN. I will explain all that if the 
gentleman will allow me. I will not consume 
more than four or five minutes. 

Mr. CARTTER. I ask for tellers on my mo- 
tion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CLINGMAN 
and Henpricks were appointed. 

Mr. BROWN. 


Has this claim ever been 


I again appeal to the gentle- 


This bill has always been re- | 


And this | 


I move to lay the bill and 


I ask the gen- | 


man from Ohio to withdraw his motion, and let | 


me say a word of explanation. 
renew his motion. 


Mr. CARTTER. 


I promise to 


No, sir; I cannot withdraw 
it. 

Mr. BROWN. Then I hope the bill will not 
be disposed of in this summary way without one 
word of explanation. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Cartrer’s | 


motion, and the tellers reported—ayes §2, noes 59. 
So the bill was laid upon the table. 


Mr. HOUSTON obtained the floor. 
Mr. FICKLIN. 
member from Alabama to allow me to report a bill 
from the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
Mr. COBB. I rise to a privileged question. 
The bill, [ understand, was laid upon the table. 
I voted in the affirmative, with a view of moving 
to reconsider, but if the House chooses, I will not 
yress that motion now. 

Mr. CARTTER. 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama moves to reconsider the vote by which Sen- 
ate bill No. 152 was laid upon the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have the floor. I suppose 
he cannot, therefore, have the motion to recon- 
sider now. 


Mr. COBB. 


I call the gentleman to 


I shall not insist upon its consid- 


eration at this time. My object is, that the House | 


shall examine into the matter, and at the proper 
time, | will call up the motion. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. COBB. TI have the floor. 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Coss] had a 
right to move to reconsider, and there being no 
other business under consideration, he has a right 
to the floor, if he chooses to insist upon action on 
his motion to reconsider. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest 
to the Chair this question of order: Whether the 


1 appeal to the honorable | 





| they should first dispose of that motion. 


| reconsi 


motion to reconsider the vote laying the bill upon | 


the table is debatable ? 
The SPEAKER. It is not. 
Mr. JONES. Then how is the gentleman from 


|, Alabama [Mr,. Coss] entitled to the floor? 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Chair recognized me. 


| 
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The SPEAKER. He is entitled to the floorto 
insist upon the consideration of his motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My colleague took the floor 
from me, to make a privileged motion. 

The SPEAKER. He has done it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I propose to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with a view of taking up the naval appropriation 
bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the motion of the gentleman from Alabama is 
in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I make that motion. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I appeal to 
the gentleman from Alabama, to allow me to move 
to take up a bill now upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a question 
of order. The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Coss] had been assigned the floor by the Speaker, 
to move to reconsider the vote by which his bill 
was laid upon the table. I submit that he is the 
rentleman now entitled to the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Coss] did rise to a privileged question 
and was recognized by the Chair. He had the 
right to submit the motion and have it entered upon 
the Journal, but not to debate it, in the opinion of 
the Chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Jones] misunderstands the facts. I 
rose and was recognized by the Chair before my 
colleague [Mr. Coss] rose. I submit, therefore, 
that my motion is the only one now in order. 

Mr. KING, of New York. I would suggest 
that the privileged motion of the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Coss] be disposed of now. It will 
take but a minute, and that will save all difficulty 
as to which motion is first in order. 

The SPEAKER. They are both privileged 
questions, and the House can determine them both 
in a minute. The question will be first taken upon 
the motion of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Hovston,] that the rules be suspended, and that 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. [ appeal to the 
centleman from Alabama to allow me to make a 
motion to take up Senate resolution No. 26. It isa 
joint resolution authorizing the completion of a 
war steamer for harbor defense. 

Mr. VENABLE. I object. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There are but twelve days 
of the session remaining, all told, to consider the 
business now before the House. I am not willing 
to give way for that bill at all. I hope the House 
will go into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union and take up the Navy bill, so 
that we may progress with the public business as 
fast as possible. 

The question was put, and decided in the nega- 
tive by the sound, 

Mr. HOUSTON. As gentlemen near me desire 
to dispose of the question of reconsideration, which 
now stands in the way of my motion, I am willing 
I with- 
draw my motion. 

The question now being upon Mr. Cosp’s 
motion to reconsider the motion by which the bill 
for the relief of the administrator of Daniel Ren- 
ner was ordered to lie upon the table— 

Mr. SWEETSER moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon the motion to 


lay the motion to reconsider upon the table— 
Mr. COBB demanded tellers; but they were not 


| ordered, 


The — was then put, and the motion to 
er was ordered to lie upon the table. 


MR. LE ROY. 


Mr. HOWARD. There is a bill now lying 
upon the Speaker’s table for the relief of Mr. Le 
Roy, who lost an arm in a very gallant action in 
the late Mexican war. I do not propose to make 
any statement to the House in relation to it; but 
if the House will hear the report read, which is 
not more than twenty lines, | think they will con- 
sent to take the bill up. John Le Roy is here, 
and must go into the work-house unless the bill 
is passed. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I object. 
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Mr. HOW ARD. 

Mr. HAMILTON, 
the bill. . 

The bill was read through. It provides for an 
invalid pension of $20 per month, 

Mr. HOWARD. I now ask that the report 
may be read. There are net more than twenty | 
lines of it. 

Mr. CARTTER. There is objection made to 
its consideration. I do not see any good in having 
the report read. 

Mr. HOWARD. BatI move to suspend the 
rules. 

The report was then read. 

The question now being upon suspending the 
rules, it was put, and, upon a division, 77 rose in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. HOWARD demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Srrarren and CLingMan 
were appointed. 

Mr. OUTLAW. 
journ. 

Mr. POLK demanded tellers; which were or- 
dered; and Messrs. Srratrtronand CLinGMAnN were 
appointed, 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 52, noes 60; no quorum voting 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, demanded the yeas 
and nays; but they were not ordered. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. AVERETT. I appeal to the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. OurLaw] to withdraw 
his motion to adjourn, and allow us to settle this 
question now before the House. 

Mr. STUART. I move that there be a call of 
the House, and upon that motion I demand tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

Mr. HOWARD. I move that the House do 


now adjourn. 


I move to conan the idee. 
I call for the reading of 


I move that the House ad- 
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mittee of working men employed by the Govern- 


The motion was agreed to; and the House ad- | 


journed till to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, gave notice that on to morrow, 
or some subsequent day, he would ask leave to introduce 
a bill, entitled ** A bill to authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to make records of patents for Vir- 
ginia military lands, in certain cases.” 


PETITIONS, &c. 

The followiag petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. SWEETSER: 
son, of Cleveland, Ohio. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi : 
Phillips and 25 other citizens of Mississippi, praying the re- 
moval of the land office from Augusta, to Paulding, Missis- 
sippi. 

Also, the petition of W. B. Terreli and 54 other citizens 
of Jasper county, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Henry M. Round and 18 others, for 
the same. 


Also, the petition of J. £. Watts and 78 others, for the | 


same. 

Also, the petition of T. E. Lightsey and 31 others, for the 
same. 

Also, the petition of James Holden and 41 others, for the 
same. 

Also, the petition of William Kellen and 8&4 others, for 
the same. 

Also, the petition of J. W. Smith and 14 others, for the 
same. 


Also, the petition of J.J. Husbands and 61 others, for the | 


same. 

Also, the petition of F. M 
same. 

Also, the petition of W. B. Dozier and 52 others, for the 
saine. 

Also, the petition of J. C. 
the same. 


Beard and 4 others, for the 


Hirdleberg and 9 others, for 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, ugust 17, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. Lirrteron F. Morean. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Treasury De- 
partment, in answer to a resolution of the Senate 
respecting the practicability and expense of a sur- 
vey of certain islands in the vicinity of Santa Bar- 
bara channel, 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the petition of Philip 
C. Friese, praying an appropriation to test his 
invention of a safety-jacket for steam-boilers ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce. 
Mr. PRATT. 


The memorial of Levi John- | 


The petition of George | 


on the coast of California; which | 


ment in the District of Columbia, in which they 
represent that they have labored under great dis- 
advantages from the very low rate of wages they 
are now receiving from the United States. They 
suggest that the arguments which have been ad- 
duced in faver of an increase in the compensation 
of certain grades of clerks employed in the vari- 
ous Departments of the Government, will apply 
with greater force to their situation. They rep- 
resent the high price of marketing in the District 
of Columbia as rendering an increase of wages 
essenual to their comfort. They represent that 
owing to the loss of time on account of rain, &e., 
a grent many of them are unable to average over 
$1 25 - day , whilst the majority seldom, if ever, 
average seventy-five cents per day. They ask 
that chines application may be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance e, sO that a suitable increase of 
wages may be put in the civil and diploms itic ap- 
propriation bill. Llask that reference for the me- 
morial. 

[It was so referred. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of James 
Blackhurst and others, praying that the ‘“thome- 
stead bill’? may become a law; which was ordered 
to be laid on the table. 

Also, a petition of mechanics and laborers em- 
ployed in the United States Arsenal, in the city of 
Washington, praying an increase of their pay; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of William 
Thwaits and others, praying that the 
bill’? may become a law; 
laid on the table. 


**homestead 
which was ordered to be 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, to which was referred a report of 
the Secretary of War in answer to a resolution of 
the Senate calling for a list of the Creek Indian 
warriors who were killed, wounded, or died in the 
service of the United States during the late war in 
Florida, with a statement of the arrears of pay 
due them, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs; which was agreed 
to. 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which were referred the following bills 
from the House of Representatives, reported the 
same back without amendment: 
An act for the relief of Jacob Shade, jr.; 
An act for the relief of Cornelius Hughes, 
Tennessee; and 
An act for the relief of John Kerbauch. 
He also, from the same committee, to which 


of 


was referred the bill from the House of Repre- | 


sentatives to increase the pension of Heury Click, 
of Cocke county, Tennessee, reported the same 
back with a verbal amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, for the relief of James Wright, 
jr., asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
were referred the following* petitions, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration thereof; 
which was agreed to: 

The petition of Anna Norton and Lois Faskit, 

| heirs of Zephaniah Ross, praying to be allowed 
a pension for the services of their father during 
the war of the Revolution; 

The petition of Anna Murphy, praying to be 
allowed a pension for the services of her late hus- 
| band during the revolutionary war; 

The petition of Richard Eaton, praying a pen- 
sion in consideration of injuries received in the 
military service during the Florida war; and 

The petition of Roda W. Inge, praying the con- 
tinuation of the pension allowed her for the ser- 
vices of her late husband, Lieutenant Z. M. P. 
Inge. 

Mr. BORLAND said, that with regard to the 
petition of Roda W. Inge, he wished to say that 
it was provided for in a general bill which the 
committee had reported. 

Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to w hich was referred the memorial of 
Thomas B. Parsons, for arrears of pension, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 


I have been requested to pre- || relief; which was read and passed to the second 
sent to the Senate a memorial signed by a com- |, 


reading. ‘The report was ordered to be printed. 
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He also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of McKean Buchanan, 
purser in the Navy, praying reparation for loss 
sustained by him in conse juence = an order of 
his commanding officer, submitted ¢ report, ac- 
companied by a bill for his relief; which was read 
and passed to the second reading. The report 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same comntittee, to which 
was referred the memorial of Harlow Spaulding, 
asking compensation for services as acting naval 
storekeeper at Spezzia, from 1847 to 1851, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
which was read and passed to the second read 
The report was ordered to be printed, 

He also, from 
were referred 


a 


ing. 


to which 


memorials, asked to 


the same 


the following 


committee, 


be discharged from the further consideration there- 
of; which was agreed to: 
The memorial of L. L. Chapman, praying an 


appropriation to aid him in the investigation of 
his discovery of phy sical laws; 

The memorial of John West and others, pray- 

ing compensation for the time lost, and sufferings 
endured in their imprisonment during the war,of 
1312; . 
The memorial of Evelina Porter, widow of Com- 
modore David Porter, praying Congre rant 
such reasonable sum as may prove 
appreciation of-the services, 
fices of her late husband; 

The memorial of Gottleib A. Krieger, praying 
to be allowed the diiference between the pay of a 
marine and that of surgeon’s steward, during the 
time he acted in the latter capacity: 

The memorial of the working men at the Wash- 
ington Navy-Yard, praying that a pension may 
be allowed for long and faithful services; and also 
for disability incurred in the performance of their 
duty; and 

‘The memorial of the present and late 
of the 
sation, 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the memortal 
of David Butler, praying to be allowed compen- 
sation for daties performed and expenses incurred 
while in charge of Mount Vernon Arsenal, Ala- 
bama, from June, 1840, to December, 1841, asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SHIELDS also submitted a report on the 
subject; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
George P. Welsh and Clark H. Wells, passed 
midshipmen in the Navy, | ing llowed 
additional compensation during the time they per- 


ws to 
the ir proy eT 


sullerings, and sacri- 


watchmen 
Navy Department, praying extra compen- 


' 
ray to bea 


formed the duties of a higher grade, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill for their relief; which 
was read and passed to the second reading. ‘I'he 


report was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Fis anee, 
to which was referred sundry memorials of the 
creditors of the late Republic of Texas, submit 
ted a report, accompanied by a bil! to provide for 


the payment of such of the ¢ redite ors of Texas as 
are comprehended in the act of Congress of Sep- 
tember 9, 1850; which was read 
readine. The 


and pa ree] to the 


second report was ordered be 


lo 


printed. 


Mr. HUNTER said that he dissented from the 
views of the majority of the committee, but had 
no time to write a minority report. 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
bill from the House of Representatives for the 


relief of Cornelius Covert, of Michigan, reported 
it back without amendment. 

Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on 
Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
Foxhall A. Parker, praying to be allowed com- 
pensation for the expenses incurr¢ d while in eom- 
mand of the East India squadron, reported a bill 
for his relief; which was read and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred bill from the 
House of Representatives making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 
1853, and for other purposes, reported it back 
with sundry amendments; which were ordered to 


be printed. 


A 
Naval 
of 


the 
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He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred a communication from the heads of 


Departments in relation to a classification of the 
clerks, submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury, of War, 
of the Navy, of the Interior, and the Postinaster General be 
directed to report to the Senate, at the commencement of 
its next session, the number and classes of clerks which 
will be required in each bureau or division of his Depart- 


ment, upon the supposition that they are to be organized as 


follows: that is to say, into four classes, viz: No. 1, into 
which no new appointinent is to be made of any person over 
eighteen years of age, and with asalary of 8800 per annum. 
No.®, witha salary each of $1,200. No.3, with a salary each 
of $1,590, and No. 4, with a salary each of $2,000. The 


new appointments in each Departinent in classes 2, 3, and 
4, to be made trom the class immediately below it in that 
Department, and the members of class No.1 to receive five 
per cout. additional salaries, to commence at the end of 
each year of additional service; and the other classes to re- 


cvive three per cent, of like additional salaries tor a similar 
additional service , but none to receive, by virtue of these 
allowances, a salary higher than the grade above him; and 
no additional salary to be given to any meinber of class No, 
A atter his salary reaches $2,400. Butthe clerks in each 
Department to be subject to removal by its head. 


Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the bill for 
the settlement of a certain class of private land 
within the limitegf the D’Auterive claim, 
and for allowing preémption tocertain purchasers 
and actual settlers in the event of a final adjudica- 
tion of the title of the suid D’Auterive in favor of | 
the United States, and for other purposes, re- | 
ported back the same without amendment. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to the 
consideration of the above-named bill; and no 
amendment being made, it was reported to the 
Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


claim ; 


THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


A message was received from the President of | 
the United States, by Mr. M. P. Fittmorg, his 
Secretary; which was read, as follows: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

Ihave received a resolution of your honorable body of 
the 6thinstant, appearing to have been adopted in open le 
gistative session, requesting me to inform the Senate, if not 
Incompatible with the public interests, whether any prop- 
ositions have been made by the King of the Sandwich Isl- 
ands to transfer the sovereignty of these Islands to the 
United States; and to communicate to the Senate all the || 
official information on that subject in my possession. In 
reply to which | have to state, that on or about the 12th 
day of June last I received a similar resolution from the || 
Senate, adopted in Executive or secret session, to which [ | 
returned an answer, stating that in my opinion a commu- 
nication of the information requested at that juncture would | 
net comport with the public interest. Nothing has since | 
transpired to change my views on that subject, and [ there- | 
fore fcel constrained again to decline giving the information | 
asked. 


MILLARD FILLMORE. 

W asuIneton, August 14, 1852. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, that message 
is in reply to a resolution which I introduced to 
the Senate, and Lam desirous that it should be | 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
At the same time I desire to offer the following 
resolution, which I should like to have the same || 
reference: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to send a Commissioner to the Sandwich Islands, 
who shall be instructed to inquire inte the expediency of 
instituting negotiations for the acquisition of those Islands 
by the United States. 


I move that the message be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator can offer his 
resolution when resolutions are called for. The 
question is now upon the reference of the mes- 
sage. 

Mr. WELLER. 1 do not know, Mr. Presi- 
dent, but that 1 may desire to discuss the question 
of the reference of this message to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. The original resolution 
to which the President of the United States makes 
reference in his message, was offered in Executive 
session, and was introduced by me. I had given 
notice of my intention to offer that resolution in 
open session, in consequence of some proceedings 
which had taken place in Executive session, to 
which I am not at liberty now torefer. I confess 
I was a little surprised, after this notice thus 
given by me, that the Senator from New York 
{Mr. Seware] should, on the next day, have 
taken and offered it in his own name in the precise 
words in which | introduced it; but of this I have 
no complaint to make, although | want the fact | 
known. My only object is to bring this subject || 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


to the attention of the Senate, and to the attention 
of the country. I hope, therefore, that the motion 
to refer this message will go over a few days, as 
I desire to say something upon it. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have no objection to the 
postponement of the reference. 

The PRESIDENT. The message will, in that 
case, lie on the table. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope that course will be 
adopted, for | have something to say upon that 
subject myself. 

‘The motion to refer the message to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations was not agreed to, 
and it was accordingly laid on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD subsequently submitted his 
resolution. 

Mr. FELCH. It will he over. 

The resolution was laid over accordingly. 


BRIG GENERAL ARMSTRONG. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of lowa, the Sen- 
ate proceeded to the consideration of the resolu- 
tion submitted by him on the 27th of July, and it 
was adopted, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate (if not incompatible 
with the public interest) copies of all the correspondence 
which has taken place, and documents that may have been 
collected, since the message of the President of the loth of 
December, 1845, (printed with the Senate documents, Ist 
session Twenty-ninth Congress, in volume 3, No. 14,) in 
relation to the claim of the owners of the brig General Arm- 


| Strong against the Government of Portugal, including all 


letters and papers in the possession of the Government ma- 
terial to a full understanding of the subject, and not here- 
tofore communicated to the Senate. 


COAST SURVEY OF CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. GWIWN submitted the following resolution 


| for consideration; which was considered by unan- 


imous consent, and asreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re- 
quested to inform the Senate whether, without interfering 
with the regular progress of the coast survey, the recon- 
noissance of the coast of California may be extended south 
to Cape St. Lucas. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF THE CENSUS. 

Mr. BORLAND. I offer the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be author- 
ized to communicate a statement of the account of the ex- 
penses of the visit to Europe of the Superintending Clerk of 
the Census, to be made out from the vouchers in the case, 
in lieu of the verbatim copies of the vouchers which were 
called for in a former resolution of the Senate. 

I ask for the consideration of the resolution at 
this time. I will state to the Senate that it is a 
mere explanation of a former resolution. A res- 
olution formerly adopted by the Senate required 


verbatim copies of these vouchers. I am informed | 


by a letter from the Department that it is very 
difficult, if not impracticable, just now to comply 
with that request, as many of the vouchers are in 


foreign languages, and there is no clerk in the De- | 


partment competent to make out a proper copy of 
them. It is, therefore, necessary to authorize the 


Department to substitute a statement of the ac- | 
| counts. 


The resolution was considered and agreed to. 
COMPENSATION OF CLERKS. 
Mr. BRIGHT. 1 offer the following resolution, 


_ which I ask may noy be considered: 


Resolved, That the Secretaries of State, Treasury, War, 
Navy, and of the Interior, the Postmaster General, and the 


Attorney General, be directed to communicate to the Sen- | 


ate the names and compensation per annum of each of the 


| clerks employed in each of the several offices and bureaus 
| under their direction, including any additional compensa- 
| tion allowed to either for any purpose ; and also, the names || 
and compensation of each person employed as an extra | 


clerk, or employed in copying or other business, for each 
of the said offices and bureaus. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to suggest to the 
Senator from Indiana to include in his resolution 


a provision requiring a statement of the service || 


performed by each clerk. That is necessary for 


the purpose of showing the services performed by | 


the different grades of clerks. By which, I ap- 


| prehend, it will be found that those who do the 


most service receive the least pay. 


Mr. BRIGHT. 


adoption for the reason that we are receiving vari- 
ous applications to raise the salaries of these offi- 
cers; and in order to act understandingly upon that 
subject, it is necessary to obtain this information. 
I shall not object to an amendment such as that 
suggested by the honorable Senator from Maine; 
though I cannot accept it because the resolution is 
offered at the instance of the committee. 


|| of Mr. 


The resolution comes from | 
the Committee on Finance, who recommend its | 
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Mr. HAMLIN. Then I move to amend the 
resolution by inserting, ** together with a descrip- 
tion of the services performed by such clerks re- 
spectively.” 

The amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 
tion as amended was adopted. 


MEXICAN BOUNDARY COMMISSION. 


Mr. WELLER. I ask theSenate now to take 
up the resolution which I submitted some time ago 
to appoint a committee to investigate the charges 
preferred by Colonel McClellan against the Bound- 
ary Commissioner. I will state that it is very 
important that the resolution should be adopted 
immediately, because some of the witnesses who 
are now in the city are about to leave for New 
Mexico. [ intended myself to make some reply 
to the remarks of the Senator from Rhode Island, 
[Mr. Crarke,] but [ waive all right to do so, in 
order that the committee may be organized at 
once. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ac- 
cordingly proceeded to the consideration of the 
resolution, which is as follows: 

Resolved, That the charges preferred by Colonel J. Mc- 
Clellan, of the Topographical Corps, and others, against 
J. R. Bartlett, appointed Commissioner to ran and mark 
the boundary line between the United States and the Re- 
public of Mexico, be referred to a seleet coinmittee of five 


for investigation, with power, if necessary, to send for per- 
sons and papers. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. WELLER, and by unani- 
mous consent, it was ordered that the committee 
be appointed by the President pro tempore. 

Subsequently, on motion by Mr. BADGER, 
that the vote on agreeing to the resolution last men- 
tioned be reconsidered, it was ordered to lieonthe 
table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives 


_was received by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 
| cing that it had passed the following bills: 


An act making a grant of public lands to the 
several States and Territories of the Union, for 
the benefit of insane persons; and 

An act to regulate and fix the annual salary of 
the American consul at the city of Amsterdam. 


SAULT STE. MARIE CANAL 
On motion by Mr. FELCH, the Senate pro- 


| ceeded to consider the bill granting to the State of 


Michigan the right of way and a donation of pub- 
lic land for the construction of a ship-canal around 
the Falls of St. Mary’s, in that State. 

A long debate ensued, in which Messrs. Smirn, 
Borianp, Fevrcnu, Waker, Bapnecer, Dove as, 
Jones of Tennessee, and others participated. 

[See Appendix for this debate. ] 


The question was taken on Mr. Arcnison’s 


| amendment to increase the grant to 700,000 acres; 
which was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE moved to amend by inserting the 
homestead bill; but, after debate, withdrew it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend by add- 
ing Bennett’s land distribution bill; which, after 
debate, was rejected by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Butler, Clarke, Davis, Dawson, De 
Saussure, Downs, Fish, Foot, Morton, Pratt, Seward, Un- 
derwood, and Upham—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Bor- 
land, Bradbury, Bright, Brooke, Cass, Chariton, Chase, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Felch, 


| Geyer, Gwin, Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, James, Jones of 


Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, King, Mallory, Mason, Meri- 
wether, Norris, Sebastian, Shields, Smith, Soulé, Sumner, 
Toucey, Wade, and Walker—36. 


The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
on the question of concurring in the amendment 
TCHISON, it was concurred in—yeas 28, 
nays 21, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Borland, Bright, Cass, 
Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, 
Downs, Felch, Fish, Gwin, Houston, James, Jones of 
Iowa, King, Mallory, Morton, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, 
Smith, Soulé, Sumner, Toucey, Wade, and Walker—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Bayard, Bell, Brooke, Butler, 
Chariton, Clarke, Davis, Dawson, De Saussure, Foot, 
Geyer, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, 
Meriwether, Pratt, Spruance, and Upham—21. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 
Mr. HALE. Mr. President 





The PRESIDENT. There area few bills from 
the House of Representatives on the table, which, 
| if such is the pleasure of the Senate, will be taken 
| up in order that they may be referred. 











anee 


Mr. CASS. Will the Senator indulge me in 
one word? } 
ator from Louisiana, {|Mr. Sovure,}] whose re- 
marks were commented upon by the Senator from 
New York [Mr. Sewarp] the other day, is de- 
sirous of answering some portion of the remarks 
of the latter Senator. He thinks it is necessary 
in his behalf that he should answer some of the 
remarks of the Senator from New York. I there- 
fore give notice to the Senate, that on the day 
after to-morrow, soon after the Senate meets, | 
shall move that the Senator from Louisiana be 
heard upon the subject of the fisheries. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I rise to move 
that the Senate take up the bill ‘* making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatie expenses of 
Government for the year ending June 30, 1853, 
and for other purposes,’’ in order that we may 
adjourn on it to-day, so as to have it the special 
order for to-morrow. I make that motion. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I trust the Senate will 
not agree to the motion which has been made by 
my worthy and distinguished friend from Vir- 
ginia. I want to make an issue with him now be- 
tween the civil and diplomatic bill and the river 
and harbor bill; and I want a test of strength on 
the subject this evening by a fair vote. If the 
Senate decide to take up now, in view of the ad- 
journment, and to give preference to the civil and 
diplomatic bill, thus putting the river and harbor 
bill behind it, it will, in my opinion, jeopard the 
fate of the latter bill. The civil and diplomatic 
bill will certainly go through; there is no mistake 
about it; but there is some little doubt about the 
river and harbor bill, judging from some indications 
here on that subject. If thereis a majority in this 
body in favor of the river and harbor bill, I trust 
they will vote down the motion which has been 
made by the Senator from Virginia, and take up 
the river and harbor bill, and adjourn upon it, so 
as to have it the special order for to-morrow. 

Mr. HALE. I believe I had obtained the floor, 
and addressed the Chair; and I think I was recog- 
nized as entitled to the floor; but the Chair sug- 
gested to me that there were one or two bills on 
the table from the House which might be referred, 
and I yielded. Instead of proceeding with those 
bills, however, the floor was yielded to others. 
When I obtained the floor, 1 obtained it for the 
purpose of moving that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of the homestead bill, upon which 
motion I intended to ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDENT. The motion of the Sen- 
ator from Virginia to take up the civil and diplo- 
matic bill, is the question pending. 

Mr. HUNTER. There are other appropri- 
ation bills to be acted upon, besides the civil and 
diplomatic bill. There is the Army bill, the Na- 
vy bill, and the Post Office bill; and I think it 
would promote the dispatch of business, if we 
were to take up the civil and diplomatic bill first. 
If the Senate determine to act upon the river and 
harbor bill, it can be done after the civil and dip- 
lomatic bill is disposed of, because there will be a 
certain portion of time consumed between the two 
Houses, in relation to amendments to the latter 
bill. If all of these subjects are to be acted upon, 
I believe we should get through more certainly 
and rapidly by taking them up in that order. Iam 
against the river and harbor bill. I shall vote 
against it; but it is not my purpose to defeat it by 
indirection. Ail Il ask is, that the appropriation 
bills shall have a fair chance. It seems to me, 
that if we put off the civil and diplomatic bill, 
there will not be time to consider it. Jt embraces 
agreat many subjects. It appropriates a large 
sum of money, and there are a great many amend- 
ments to be offered to it. I think, that in order to 
do justice to the business of the country, that bill 
should de taken up to-morrow. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, we have been 
admonished that the river and harbor bill is to be 
contested at all points, and to be delayed as long 
as the constitutional rules of this body will enable 
members to do it. I think that that enunciation 
was made when the bill was first taken up for the 
purpose of reference. If that course is to be pur- 
sued, [ suppose the friends of the bill would think 
it worth while to take it up atan early day. I 
gave notice that I should move to take it up yes- 
terday; but the Senator from Michigan had prece- 
dence with his bill, and it has occupied us for the 
last two days, not very profitably I must say; but 








I wish to say that the honorable Sen- | 


I hope the friends of the river and harbor bill, if | 


they mean that it shall pass, will feel disposed to 
take it up at the earliest moment, and consider it, 
say to-morrow. That seems to be the feeling of 
gentlemen. I have no disposition to interfere at 
all with the dispatch of business. On the contra- 
ry, | wish to promote it; but there isa strong feel- 
ing, and a strong wish, by a great number of 
members, to take up this bill and dispose of it. 
Whether it will oecupy much time, or little time, 


will depend on the opposition which it receives. | 


I hope it will be taken up to-morrow morning, and 
proceeded with until it is finished. I mate this 
suggestion at the request of many gentlemen who 
feel an interest, a greater interest than [ do per- 
sonally, in this bill; and I wish now that the 
Senate may take the subject into consideration, 
whether it is not expedient for them to take it up 
as the next measure upon which we shall act. 

The PRESIDENT. The proposition is to post- 
pone the previous orders, in order to take up the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I hope that mo- 
tion will be agreed to. If there is to be a contest 
at this session, as there was at the last session, 
between the appropriation bills and the river and 
harbor bill, | think the sooner we know it, the 
better. If the appropriation bills are to give place 
to the river and harbor bill, as at the last session, 
and the river and harbor bill is to be forced through 
or we are to run the risk of losing the appropria- 
tion bills, the sooner we know it, and are pre- 
pared for it, the better. 

I am entirely opposed to this illegitimate mode 
of legislation. I presume that never in the his- 
tory of this Government, till the last session of 
Congress, was there such a state of things as ex- 
isted in regard to the river and harbor bill. 
appropriation bills were put behind that bill for 
the purpose of forcing it through the Senate. We 
all know the consequence. Within four or five 
hours of the close of the session we passed appro- 
priation bills to the amount of $40,060,000; and 
some of them without even being read; and some 
were in such a mutilated state as to be totally in- 
efficient. Some of the most important measures 
for the State which I have the honor in part to 
represent, were rendered entirely nugatory by the 
manner in which the bills were passed. I hope, 
therefore, that the forcing that bill before the ap- 
propriation bill will not, at this period of the ses- 
sion, be attempted. I believe there is time enough 
to consider it. I believe there is force enough in 
the Senate to pass a river and harbor bill; and, 
perhaps, to displace the civil and diplomatic bill in 
the manner proposed. 

So far as I am concerned, I am in favor of 
pressing the appropriation bills through rapidly. 
I am willing to commence early and sit late, but 
it seems to me to be due to the interests of the 
country that we should not put the appropriation 
bills aside and take up the river and harbor bill, 
as at the last session. 

Mr. BORLAND. I think the Senator from 
California is rather reversing the thing. I think 


the proposition is not to put aside the civil and | 


diplomatic bill for the purpose of taking up some- 
thing out of its order, but it seems to me that the 
proposition of the Senator from Virginia is to re- 
verse the order of things. It is to take up the 
civil and diplomatic bill in an order which it is 
not entitled to. The river and harbor bill has 
been here for some time, long before the civil and 
diplomatic bill. Now, if the Senator is so anx- 


| ious that the order of business shall be preserved, 
_I think he ought to go against the proposition of 





the Senator from Virginia to take up the civil and 
diplomatic bill out of its order. But to express 


my view, and to take the sense of the Senate upon | 


it, 1 move to amend the motion of the Senator 
from Virginia by substituting the river and-harbor 
bill for the civil and diplomatic bill. That will 
bring up the question, | suppose. 

The PRESIDENT. The motion of the Sena- 


_ tor from ee is with regard to the order of 


business, and it is not subject to amendment. 

Mr. BORLAND. Then I ask for the yeas 
and nays upon the motion to take up the civil and 
diplomatic bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then let this be a test question. 
Those who are in favor of taking up the river and 
harbor bill will vote against the proposition of the 
Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. BORLAND. That is my object. 


The | 
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Mr. BRIGHT. I should be glad to concur 
with my honorable friends, the Senators from 
Virginia and California—being with them on the 
Committee on Finance—but I cannot conscten- 
tiously vote for giving the civil and diplomatic bill 

recedence over the river and harbor bill, believ- 
ing that if it be done we shall not be able to pass 
the river and harbor bill at this session; and I 
arrive at that conclusion somewhat from reference 
to the past history of legislation. I have seen 
efforts made here, directly and indirectly, to defeat 
bills having for their object appropriations for the 
improvement of rivers and harbors. I think that 
my honorable friend from lowa [Mr. Doner} is 
wise in pressing his proposition to have the rver 
and harbor bill taken up to-day, and IL hepe that 
this vote will be regarded as a test question, be- 
heving as I do, that if we get the river and harbor 
bill before the Senate, we can pass it; and believ- 
ing also, that if it be put behind the appropriation 
bills, we shall not be able to pass it at this ses- 
sion. 

Mr. BUTLER. The civil and diplomatic bill 
is absolutely necessary to carry on the Govern- 
ment, and it is said that it is perfectly safe—that 
it will pass any way; in other words, that we shaft! 
be compelled to pass a bill, which is the only kind 
of bill by which we can control the operations of 
this Government at last, without discussion, be- 
cause it is indispensable to carry on the operations 
of the Government. Now, with regard to the river 
and harbor bill, who will pretend to say that that 
bill is indispensable? Cannot the river and harbor 
bill wait for two months? 

Mr. BORLAND. It has already waited four 
years. 

Mr. BUTLER. The river and harbor bill is 
not indispensable; and | would say to my friend 
from Arkansas, that the river and harbor bill is 
not much over four years old. Such a proposi- 
tion, if brought forward twenty years ago, would 
have been regarded as a new doctrine in this Gov- 
ernment. One of these bills is indispensable, the 
other is not; and I wish to make that remark, and 
gentlemen can vote for taking up either of them, 
as they please. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, we have but 
eleven days of the session now to work in, and 
with all the discretion and power we possess, can 
we do more than properly complete the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill in that time? Can 
we give it that investigation to which it is entitled 
in less time? If we take up the river and harbor 
bill, shall we have an opportunity of investigating 
that, and its various provisions? If it is to be 
forced upon the Senate without investigation, I 
shall only have to record my voteagainst it. There 
are provisions in it which I presume I should be 
very glad to support; but there are others for which 
I cannot vote. If we are to run the risk of post- 
poning the civil and diplomatic bill for the purpose 
of taking up the river and barbor bill, which has 
not been investigated and looked into by the mem- 
bers of this House—no discussion having taken 
place in the Senate upon it—and it is to be foreed 
down our throats, the sooner we submit to dicta- 
tion the better. I will yield, if the majority of the 
Senate decide against me. All that! can do is, to 
record my vote against the passage of any im- 
portant measure, involving not merely millions, 
but principle, which is above millions, unless I 
am allowed to investigate it. I never can vote for 
the bill until it is investigated by the Senate, and 
until | have heard reasons adduced in favor of its 
adoption. 

Mr. MALLORY. In consequence of the re- 
marks of the honorable Senator from Indiana, I 
deem it necessary to say a word in relation to this 
matter, to explain the vote I shall give. I have 
not examined the river and harbor bill, and the 
vote which [ shall now cast wil! be no indication 
of how I shall vote upon that bill when it comes 
properly before us. Other Senators seem to re- 
gard this as a test question as to that bill, but I 
cannot so regard it. ‘There are certain improve- 
ments of that character for which I shall be very 
happy to vote on a proper occasion, but | do not 
consider this as a test vote. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I did not mean by what I said 
to be understood as declaring in favor of the river 
and harbor bill, as it came from the House, just 
as it reads, without alteration and amendment. I 
know it needs amendment, and I shall vote for 
I mean to improve it as faras 
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possible; and if it be so far improved as to bring 
at within the landmarks that guide me upon such 
subjects, ! shall vote for it. Otherwise I shall 
not. 

Mr. BADGER. There is no disposition to 
force the river and harbor bill upon the Senate 
h ny more than to force any other bill. It prop- 
erly has priority over the civil and diplomatic bill 
from the time which it has been before us, and 
from its position; and the question for eousider- 
ation is, whether we shall put that bill aside, and 
take up the civil and diplomatic bill ? 

Mr. HUNTER. ‘The Senator will allow me 
to correct him in a matter of fact. [| understand 
the civil and diplomatic bill has priority over the 
harbor and river bill. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that 
aome forty or fifty bills are on the Calendar which 
have priority over the river and harbor bill. It 
stands the very last bill but one on the Calendar; 
but the civil and diplomatic bill 


having just been 
reported, and having been sent to the printer, has 
not yet been put on the Calendar. 

Mr. BADGER. ‘Then the river and harbor 
bill has priority over the civil and diplomatic bill 
Ni ow 
it up for consideration. Gentlemen say they can- 
not vote for that bill without examination and dis- 
cussion, There is ample time, withoutconsuming 

week, for any full and fair discussion on that 
measure. Ladmitthatif gentlemen whoare, or who 
suppose themselves to be, in a minority here on 
that bill—for L do not know how the majority may 
be—resolve to occupy the time of the Senate by 
reading old reports ‘and old , Which no- 
body listens to, and which have in fact a very 
taint, if any, connection with the subject before the 
Senate, and which are not read for the purpose of 
enlightening Senators; if they are to continue dis- 
cussion against time, and to compel the supposed 
majority of the Senate to yield to this prolix dis- 
cussion and give up the measure, why, then, a 
month, three months, six months may be con- 

sumed just as well astwodays. Butas to any 

discussion nec essary to understand the merits of 
the measure, uni less rentlemen are resolved that 
Senators shall not vote upon it, I see no difficulty 
in our having sufficient time. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I take it for 
granted that nothing that may be said here now 
with regard to taking up the civil and diplomatic 
bill is to affect the vote of any Senator upon the bill 
for the improvement of rivers and harbors. But 


sneeches 


it is proposed by those in favor of it to take | 


whatever is said here now goes out to the country; | 


and what I am to say [ want to goto the country, 
or to that part of the country from which I come. 
I think it will be of service there at some future 
day, when the practical working of this Govern- 


ment is brought before them in this shape amongst || 


others, 
Here is the civil and diplomatic bill, which is to 
provide for the general expenditures of this Gov- 
ernmeut for the current year. It is a bill upon 
which necessarily new points of policy are insti- 
tuted by the Government. It is a bill to carry on 
the Government; upon which, according to the 
usage of all popalar Governments, the measures 
and the policy of the Administration are necessa- 
rily involved and discussed. It is a bill the de- 
bates upon which enlighten and inform the public 
mind. Wehave but eleven days of the session 
remaining in which to act upon that bill, together 
with the Army and the Navy appropriation bills, 
Yet new Senators say that a bill which is purely 
local in its character—a bill which is for the im- 
provement of rivers and harbors in the different 
States and Territories—is to take precedence of 
this creat bill—the creat bill of the session. And 
that is to be done, as I understand, because, if we 
do not pass the river and harbor bill now, time 
will be necessarily consumed upon the appropri- 
ation bills, which will preclude the passuge of it 
atall. Then, as! elation’ the purpose, it is 
this: We are to forego and give up every oppor- 
tunity of debating before the country the points 
involved in the expenditures of the public money 
to carry on the administration of the Government, 
in order that we may insure the expenditure of 
money for these local improvements. 
Gentlemen, I suppose, have made up their 
minds in regard to this matter. There are those— 
and Ut apprehend they are a majority of the Sen- 
ate—who are prepared to vote for a bill for the 
improvement of rivers and harbors. 


question pars opinions, or their jadgmentay» or 
their right to form them; but I differ with them 
toto celo, both as to the constitutionality and the 
policy of such a measure. But they havea right 
to their own opinions. Yet | submit to them, 
whether, at this stage of the session, when, treat 
the bill in relation to rivers and harbors as we 
will, there must necessarily be a long debate upon 
it—as well upon the particular measures of im- 
provement projected, as upon the general policy— 
they will place the business of the country in such 
a condition as to drive us to the nee essity of pass- 
ing the appropriation bills, as at the last sessien, 
not only without consideration, but even without 
reading them. 

I say to gentlemen, in all eandorand frankness, 
that if the river and harbor bill does take the pre- 
cedence which they propose to give it, it will 
place us in that condition as to the civil and diplo- 
matic bill, and the other bills, which are properly 
called the ay ppropriation bills. I mean to make no 
factious opposition to the river and harbor bill. I 
am against it, as will be shown at the proper time; 


| but L submit to the Senate whether they wiill place 


us in the position of having the appropriations for 
the general administration of the Government—for 
the support of the Army and the Navy—passed 
without debate, without deliberation, and esleisout 
reading; as I apprehend will be the condition in 
which we shall be placed if we give precedence to 
the river and harbor bill. 

Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, the Senator 
from Virginia seems to think that the friends of 
the river and harbor bill, by giving precedence to 
that, desire to place those who wish to give pre- 
cedence to the appropriation bills, at a disadvan- 
tage. He speaks of their being forced to consider 
this bill at the close of the session, when there is 
no time for consideration. Ll apprehend that the 
Senator does not wish to be understood, and that 
no Senator would wish to be understood, as say- 
ing that the merits of this bill are considered and 
decided by the discussions in the Senate. Does 
not every Senator take the bill and read it for him- 
self, and determine in his own mind whether he 
will vote for or against certain appropriations, 
and what amendments and modifications he in- 
tends to propose, or is willing to accept? DoSen- 
ators sit here to make up their minds by the dis- 
cussion on bills before the Senate? I apprehend 
not. Ido not think I have ever seen a bill here 
decided upon, in consequence of, or as the result 
of, discussions before this body. 

Mr. BUTLER. Why, then, discuss measures? 

Mr. BORLAND. I suppose Senators discuss 
bills to place their views before their constituents. 
But the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Mason] fails 
to notice this difference between the two bills: 
One, as he knows, will pass, and must pass 
of necessity ; and he knows, at the same time, 
that if we give precedence now to the civil and 
diplomatic “bill, it certainly insures the defeat 
of the river and harbor bill. We have already 
received notifications from some of the Senators 
who are opposed to the river and harbor bill that 

they intend to resort to every parliamentary means 

in their power to defeat it—alluding to the very 
steps that were taken at the last session, when it 
was defeated by parliamentary means, and not by 
arguments or by votes; for it was never permitted 
to come to a vote. 

Sir, itis useless to undertake to disguise from 
ourselves or to throw any mystery or veil over 
this whole proceeding. The question before us 
now is neither more nor less than the question of 
the fate of the river and harbor bill. That is the 
practical question before the Senate; and Senators 
might as well confess it, and act upon it. That is 
the issue. If the river and harbor bill has not 
friends enough in the Senate to sustain it, it will 
go down. Let us take the vote and decide it now. 
It is useless to be occupying the attention of the 
Senate, and consuming time here, when we might 
bestow it upon practical measures; and might in 
five minutes practically say whether we will or 
will not consider the river and harbor bill at this 
session. 

Mr. GWIN. I wish it to be borne in mind 
that there is not only the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill, but there are other equally im- 
portant bills to be acted upon, and that the river 
and harbor bill can be acted upon after we get 
through with some of them. If there should be 


I do not |! a majority of the Senate in favor of bringing up 


| the river and harbor bill, it can the Sebi 
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ine 
the civil and diplomatic bill is disposed of there 


are the appropriation bills for the Army and the 


a and the Post Office, which are just as in- 


spenable to carry on the Governmentas the civil 
= diplomatic bill. All I ask is, that we may 
dispose of the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill. Then if the majority of the Senate so deter- 
mine, they can take up the river and harbor bill, 

I sh rall not vote for the river and harbor bill as it 
now is, and I[ shall avail myself of the liberty of 
discussing it whenever it comes up, regardless of 
consequences. I may be induced to vote for the 
bill if it shall be brought into what I conceive to be 

a proper shape. But after the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill shall be acted upon, we shall 
have time to take up this bill beforethe Army and 
Navy bills. It is not defeating the river and har- 
bor bill to put it behind the civil and diplomatic 
bill, for there are other equally important meas- 
ures that it should not precede. All lam contend- 
ing for now 1s, that we should dispose of the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. CASS. Ido not suppose there is a Sen- 
ator on this floor who has not made up his mind, 
[t is a subject upon which [ do not want any argu- 
ment to convince me. 

Mr. BUTLER. It is said that every one has 
made up his mind upon this bill, and that there is 
no use of discussing it. I presume that it is a bill 
depending on a combination of different interests, 
and upon that | have made up my mind. Asthe 
Senator from Arkansas has said that remarks in 
the Senate are not intended for the Senate, but for 
the public, if we are to have discussion, the ques- 
tion resolves itself into this: which of these two 
bills shall be postponed for the consideration of 
the other? 

The honorable Senator from North Carolina 
says that he does not want to have discussion. 
Hie says that every man of common sense ought 
to understand the subject without discussion. 

Mr. BADGER. I said no such thing. 

Mr. BUTLER. Il understood the honorable 
Senator to say that there was no use of making 
old speeches that no one listened to. I wish to 
discuss the subject, and if nobody in the Senate 
will hear me, [ must discuss it—which I have 
never done before—for Buncombe. I am not to be 
suppressed by the impatient motions of gentlemen 


| on the subject. 


Mr. CASS. I have not the least idea of re- 


| straining the gentleman, but I would say to him 


| the day of judgment. 


that this is not a question on the river and harbor 
bill. It isa question of what bill we shall take up. 
If it is taken up, it will be in order to discuss it to 

The proper time to discuss 
it will be when it is taken up. do not know ex- 
actly whether the honorable gentleman referred to 
me when he spoke of combinations either for or 
against the bill. 1 know of no combination; but as 
I said before, it is a very simple and plain ques- 
tion, and [ suppose every Senator has made up 
his mind. 


Mr. BADGER. The Senator from South Car- 


_olina puts into my mouth words which I have not 


used—words, the sense of which I have not used, 
and the substance and meaning of which I have 
not used. He says that I said that I did not want 
any argument about the river and harbor bill. I 
have said no such thing. I have said there is 
ample time for a full and fair discussion of every- 
thing involved in that bill, in my opinion. But I 


| have said that there is not time enough at this ses- 


sion, and there will not be time enough next ses- 
sion, if gentlemen think proper to occupy the time 
of the Senate—not with a discussion of the river 


| and harbor bill, but with reading old speeches or 


| mark. 


reports, or President’s messages, or anything of 
that kind. I have not said that I want no argu- 
ment about the bill; quite the contrary, I have no 
objection to the discussion of the bill. 
Mr. BUTLER. Then I will qualify my re- 


I understand the Senator to mean that he 


| does not want such arguments as other gentlemen 


i 


might think proper to indulge in. He only wants 
such arguments as seem sensible in his own esti- 
mation. He means that if others confine them- 


selves to such sensible arguments as he suggests, 
then he is willing that they should go on; but if 
they go back to old subjects, old reports, and old 
| speeches, there will not be time to hear them— 
they must confine their discussion to such sensible 
things as would meet the gentleman’s approba- 
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i] 
tion. That is the Senator’s position, I under- | So the motion was not egies to. | Mr. CURTIS next obtained the floor, and ad- 


stand. || Mr. DAVIS. I move to postpone all previous dressed the House in support of the decision of 
Mr. PRATT. I do not think that the remarks | orders for the purpose of taking up the bill of the || the Supreme Court, declaring the bridge a nui- 
of my honorable friend from South Carolina are House of Representatives * making appropria- || ance. He was arrested by 
| 
| 


exactly in place. I do not know that he meant || tions for the improvement of certain harbors and Mr. HOUSTON, Ifthe gentleman from Penn- 


them in the sense which they imply. He says || rivers,” so that it may be the order of the day for sylvania [Mr. Curtis} will yield the floor, I 
there are combinations in reference to this bill, but || to-morrow. desire to report back from the Committee of 


that he is certain the majority are sufficient to Ways and Means the Indian ap propriation bill, 
cram it down the throats of the minority. I know | with certain amendments, for the purpose of hav- 
nothing of the provisions of the bill. I have not ing it referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
read one word of it. I do not know a single ap- the state of the Union. 


The motion was agreed to. 
On motion, the Senate eee, 


propriation it contains. With regard to the con- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. There being no objection, it was so ordered. 
stitutional power, I believe we have the power to Tvespay, -2ugust 17, 1852. | Mr. HOUSTON. I ask permission of the 


make these improvements. But, sir, if the ma- The House metat eleveno’clock, a.m. Prayer 

jority of this body believe the bill to be right, if ee ten een tee ee aie ee 4 

they believe they have the constitutional power to | “ ny es I aes eo ae gh ie 
surnai € jes Y y Was rec é rOvV e 

pass it, it cannot be said to be discourteous or un- se FORTRESS YORE HE) Hee are 


House to report from the Committee of Ways and 
Means a bill which I have been a long time en- 
deavoring to get reported—the fortification bill. 


Mr. STUART. 1 object. I wish to call up a 


parliamentary that their will should be carried || . The SPEAKER. The business first in order || privileged question. 

out. I do not, therefore, think it is exactly proper || 18 the consideration of House bill No. 297, declar- The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
to say that it is wrong on the part of this mk ajority ins the W heeling Bridge a lawful structure, and bama 1s on the floor. 

to carry out the measure which they desire to | for other purposes. ; Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules of the 
carry out. It is very clear that this bill is to be Mr. McCORKLE. I ask the unanimous con- || House be suspended, and that the House resolve 
discussed. Whether [ am to vote for it I do not || sent of the House to — up from the Speaker’ 8 || itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
know, because I do not know its provisions. table Senate bill No. 8. It is a bill providing for | of the Union. 

Sut it is to be discussed; it is supposed to bea || 4 B soard of Claims, to i composed of Army offi- Mr. STUART. Icontend that the rentleman 
very important measure. I believe the Govern- || ©ers, to invesugate claims growing out of the con- || has not the floor. 

ment have the power to make the appropriations, || questof California. Ll ask that it may be taken up The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 


if they think proper. I shall, therefore, vote for || and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, || bama [Mr. Hovston] has the floor, addressing the 





taking it up, that it may have that discussion, and || 80 that they may report the next session, Chair. 

be passed, if that majority exists which my friend | Mr. LETCHER. Will that come out of the Mre-STUART. Thegentleman from Alabama 

from South Carolina supposes to exist. morning hour? 7 [Mr. Hovston] made a proposition, when I rose 
Mr. BUTLER. I desire to explain, for | do Phe SPEAKER, It will. and objected to it, and announced that I wished to 

not wish to leave an impression on the minds of Mr. LETCHER. Then I object. val! up a privileged question. 

gentlemen unfavorable to the true position [ take. On motion by Mr. HAMILTON, it was Mr. HOUSTON. ‘That may be, but I moved 

I say, the river and harbor bill is one essentially | Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the papers | that the rules of the House be suspended, and that 


depending upon a combination of interests in dif- || 1 the case of Eliza King trom the files of the House, forthe || the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
forent parts of the United States; and if they do || purpose of having them referred to the Pension Bureau. | Whole on the state of the Union. 

combine, they can carry it. I do not say that || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ will inquire if Mr. STUART. 
they may not do it from a sense of public policy. this comes out of the morning hour? I have no The SPEAKER. 
I am very far from saying there is any impure objection to this business being done, but I insist 
combination; but a bill of this kind, depending on | that it shall come out of the morning hour. 


I rise toa question of order. 

The Chair announces as the 
business first in order the report from the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 


‘* you vote for this, and 1 will vote for that,’’ as Mr. McCORKLE. I understand the gentleman Mr. STUART. I wish the question of order 
it must necessarily be, is stronger by combining | from Virginia [Mr. Lercuer] withdraws his ob- || determined first. 
many interests together than by acting on them jection to taking up the bill | indicated a minute Mr. STANLY. Will the gentleman from 
separately. I do not mean anything else. | ago. Kentucky [Mr. Stanton] allow the bill forthe re- 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall have the “Mr. LETCHER. I will not object to it, if itis || lief of the indigent insane to be disposed'of? Itis 
question. I think it desirable that we should de- || not to interfere with the morning hour. upon its third reading. 1 hope that the question 
cide this evening what we will take up to-morrow, Mr. JONES. I do object, if it is not to come || will be taken upon that bill. It will take but very 
that every one may come prepared. || out of the morning hour. I insist that the morn- || little time. 


The PRESIDENT. The question is on taking || ing hour shall go on. | Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. If the report 
up, not the river and harbor bill, but the civil and | The SPEAKER. Then the business in order, || of the Committee on Printing does not lose its 
diplomatic bill, and on the postponement of all is the consideration of the Wheeling Bridge case, || precedence, [ shall take pleasure in allowing it to 
previous orders with the view to take it up, and it is || upon which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Disney] || lie over until that bill is disposed of. If it inter- 
that to which Senators should turn their attention. || is entitled to the floor. feres at all with the report, I shall insist upon the 

Mr. DOWNS. I merely rise to remark that I BOARD OF CLAIMS. report being taken up now. 


shall vote in favor of taking up the civil and diplo- || yy. yaeCORKLE. Lagain appeal to the House || The SPEAKER. It is in order for the gentle- 


matic bill; but [do not wish by that to indicate man from Alabama [Mr. Hovsron] to submit the 
et, |} to allow the bill, to which I have alluded, to be ; . 
whether | shall vote for or against the river and har- | motion which he has done. 


a . ° | t S , Ik i fer r er . . . 

bor bill. Ll have not examined it. I donot know | ae _ on rt ‘one = ne veferted te Mr. STUART. I desire the Chair to deter- 
-*e : ws | the Committee on Military Affairs. Ps 

what it is. I made a very decided opposition to 


Ti sce ean On Ghiaaiinn. and Ganckh hie ite a | ene the question of order. I wish to learn 
the river and harbor bill which was under con- > Pe eee ean; || Whether the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hous- 
; ; : ; to create a Board of Commissioners for the exami- . 
sideration at the last session of Congress, but I TON] or myself is entitled to the floor. 

2 >. nation and payment of claims against the United 1; AIC? , 

understand met is a very different bill. I have The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 

: States, growing out of the conquest of California, 
not examined it; but I can see no necessity of was taken un from the Spenker’s. table, read.e Sret bama [Mr. Houston} was recognized by the 
putting aside the appropriation bills to take it up t f 


oe Chair. 
d seco et t 1 
now. Weare not in the same situation as at the and, wecond ‘time by Ms: title, and sefersed to the Mr. STUART. Thesearethe facts: The cen- 
Committee on Military Affairs. , 
end of a short session, having a long recess before 


“7 SKIT ae it tleman from Alabama [Mr. Houston] made a re- 
us. By the joint rules of the two Houses, any Mr. McCORKLE. 1 ask that the bill also be 


: ; ‘ ; ‘ printed port, which was referred to the Committee of the 
bill that remains unpassed at this session, will ; 7 Whole on the state of the Union. He then 
come up again, within one week of the commence- | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest to asked 
ment ofthe next session, in the same situation in the gentleman that it will be better to wait till the | Mr. LETCHER. Is there any appeal taken 
hick’ ic Wee Tel? 00 if no adjournment had taken || Committee report the bill, as they may change it cat ica il > ia Y Pl 

‘ a ad: 


okt ae from the decision of the Chair? 
place. Therefore, this bill can come up at the MceCORKLE 7 : : sh The SPEAKER. ‘There is no appeal. 
next session without any necessity for its going Mr. McCORKLE. Very well. I will with 











Dated: shh eiheathie Shientian Mr. LETCHER. Then I call the gentleman 
back to the House. sarees from Michigan [Mr. Srvart] to order. 
I have agreat aversion, as the Senator from Vir- SURVEY OF PUBLIC LANDSIN CALIFORNIA. || The SPEAKER. It is a question for the 


ginia so well expressed it, that we should be forced 
to a hasty consideration of this bill. It should | 
have a fair and full consideration. If we had time | 
to take it up and act upon it at this session, I 
would do it most cheerfully. But I have not ex- 
amined the bill, and I think we ought to give ample 
time to consider the appropriation bills. 

The question being taken, Uy yeas and nays, on 


Mr. McCORKLE. I now ask that Senate bill || House to determine. The Chair assigned the 
No. 7 may be taken up and referred. | floor to the gentleman from A labama [Mr. Hovs- 

There was no objection, and Senate bill No. 7, TON] to — the motion he did. The gentleman 
providing for the survey of public lands in Califor- || from Michigan (Mr. Srvart] questions the pro- 
nia, granting donation privileges therein, and for priety of the Chair in thus recognizing the gentle- 
other purposes, was, by unanimous consent, taken || ™#" from Alabama, and it will “be a question for 
from the Speaker’s table, read a first and aseead the House to determine. : 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on Mr. STUART. I suppose that I can explain 


the motion to take up the civil and diplomatic bill, : | the question of order. 
P P ‘| Public Lands. eq y ; : 
resulted—yeas 19, nays 28; as follows: |. The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
YEAS—Messrs Adams, Bayard, Brooke, Butler, Chas- | THE WHEELING BRIDGE. gentleman from Michigan said he wished to make 


tain, Dawson, De Saussure, Downs, Gwin, Houston, Hun- 
? > 


The House then resumed the consideration of | a motion or call up a privileged question. 
ter, King, Mallory, Mason, Meriwether, Morton, Norris, : I 


Soulé, and Toucey—19. House bill No. 197, declaring the Wheeling Bridge Mr. STUART. I was about to state the point 
NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Borland, Bright, Cass, | a lawful structure. I intended to make. The gentleman from Ala- 


Chase, Clarke, Davis, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Mr. DISNEY coneluded his argument in favor || bama moved to refer a bill which he had reported 
lowa, Douglas, Feleh, Fish, Geyer, Hale, James, Jones of of the power of Congress to dec! are the bridge a from the Committee of Ways and Means to the 
Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Pratt, Sebastian, Seward, 


Shields, Smith, Spruance, Sumuer, Underwood, Wade, | a structure, and a post road. [See Appen- ! Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
and Walker—28. i} dix.] The reference was made. He then asked leave to 
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report another bill. I rose, and objected to that 
report, and immediately said that I wished to call 
up a privileged question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama (Mr. Houston] having been recognized by 
the Chair, stated that he wished to submit a priv- 
ilezed motion also, which he did. 

Mr. HOUSTON, The gentleman from Mich- 
igan {[Mr. Srvarr) will consume more time in his 
voint of order—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama had a right to submit his privileged motion. 
It is true that the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. 
Srvart,| as he states, and correctly states, ob- 
jected to the proposition of that gentleman; and 
he stated that it was his purpose to call up a priv- 
tleged question. The gentleman from Alabama, 
without, however, yielding the floor, very prompt- 
ly, and following the remarks or the proposition 
of the gentleman from Michigan, proposed to sub- 
mit a motion to go into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, which is also a 
privileged question. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Houws1 On. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. As there are many gentle- 
men around me who object to my withdrawing 
the motion I made, I refuse to do so. 

Mr. STANLY. There was another question 
which the Chair recognized as having priority— 
the printing matter. 

The SPEAKER. That is true; but it is not 
called up, or insisted upon. 

Mr. STANLY. This printing question has 
priovity over the motion of the gentleman from 
Alabama, (Mr. Houston.] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair announces that 
the first business in order before the House, in the 
opimon of the Chair, is the report from the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Very well. 

Mr. STANLY. Lask the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Sranron] to give way, and let us 
yroceed with the consideration of the bill for the 
oun of the indigent insane, now pending before 
the House on its third reading. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
gentieman from Kentucky [Mr. Sranron] as 
yielding to the suggestion of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr.Srawnry.] In the mean time, 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hovsrton] sub- 
mitted a motion to go into the Committee of the 
Whoie on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STANLY. He could not have done that. 
I claimed the floor, and made the suggestion I did. 

The SPEAKER. What disposition is pro- 
posed to be made with the printing report ? 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I stated that 
I was willing to yield the floor, at the suggestion 
of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Sranty,| upon condition that the printing matter 
should come up after the disposition of the bill in 
reference to the insane. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
regular order of business. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 
the regular order of business. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Does the Chair decide that 
he overrules the motion to go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does so decide. 

Mr.STANLY. Am Lentitled to the floor upon 
the printing question? 

The SPEAKER, The Chair recognizes the 
gentieman from North Carolina, [Mr. Sranry.] 

Mr. STANLY. With the consent of the 
House, | move to postpone this printing question 
until we shal! have disposed of the bill for the re- 
lief of the indigent insane, ordered to its third 
reading upon yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. It is in order to move to 
postpone it to a day certain. 

Mr. STANLY. LI move to postpone it, then, 
until to-morrow morning, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is reminded of 
the fact that there is a motion now pending to 
postpone this matter until the 24th of this month, 
submitted by the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina, 

Mr. STANLY. I withdraw that motion. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move to add, ‘‘and that it 
may be made the order of the day.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I 


; I object to that. 
The SPEAKER. It cannot be made a special 
order, if objected to. 


I call for the 


Let us go on with 


| motion to consider the bill. 


Mr. STANLY. 


now. 


It is a privileged question | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
F 


The question was then taken upon the motion 


to postpone the bill until to-morrow, and it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. STANLY. I call up the bill for the relief 
of the indigent insane, which is engrossed, and I 
ask the previous question upon its third reading. 


motion to reconsider first. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon recon- 
sidering the vote by which House bill No. 76, for 
the relief of the indigent insane, was ordered to be 
engrossed upon yesterday. 

Mr. STUART. I will withdraw that motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Can this ques- 
tion come up properly to-day? Being brought 
before the House on a motion to suspend the 
rules, can it come up before next Monday? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it is 
not necessarily confined to Monday. 

Mr. JONES. I wish to submit this question of 
order: This bill was brought up on yesterday be- 
fore the House upon a suspension of the rules, 
and could only have got before the House in that 
way on Monday. When a vote was had upon 


Mr.STUART. The question will be upon the | 


the engrossment, a motion was made to reconsider | 


that vote, and by that means it is brought before 
the House again this morning. The motion to 
reconsider is now withdrawn, and the question I 
submit is, does not this bill go over until Monday 
next, as legitimately belonging to the business of 
Monday? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
practice has been established, such as he suggests, 
by some of the preceding officers of this body. 
With others, the practice has been different. The 
present occupant of the chair thinks that the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, was simply to submit a 
The rules were sus- 
pended, and the bill was introduced. The Chair 
cannot see the reason of confining this matter to 
Monday, simply because that was the day upon 
which the rules were set aside. The question is 
on recommitting the bill. 

Mr. STANLY. 1 withdraw that motion. 

The bill was then read a third time; and the 
question recurred upon its passage. 

Mr. STANLY. I ask the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the 
yeas and nays upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 95, nays 54; as follows: 





August 17, 


scanner eee Etat, 





Mr. STANLY. Not in the least. 
mere verbal corrections, 

Mr. JONES. 1 withdraw my objection. 

The amendments were then ordered to be made. 

Mr. STANLY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


hey are 


SALARY OF CONSUL AT AMSTERDAM, 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I hope the 


gentleman from Alabama will allow me, before 
his motion is put, to call up a privileged motion 
now, as I expect to leave the city this evening. 
A bill was reported from the Committee on Com- 
merce some time ago, which was referred to the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union, 
and a motion was made by me to reconsider the 
vote by which it was so referred. The bill is an 
important one, and as I find that the House will 
probably not reach it in committee, I desire to call 
up my motion to reconsider the reference, so that 
a vote may be taken on the passage of the meas- 
ure. The bill proposes to provide a fixed salary 
for the American consul at the city of Amsterdam. 
We have to pay our consuls at all the important 
interior European cities. Our consuls at London 
and Paris receive $2,000 per annum, besides the 
fees and perquisites of their offices. Heretofore, our 


| consul at Amsterdam has received nothing but the 


fees of the office, which are wholly inadequate for 
the proper support of a commercial agent there. 
Amsterdam is becoming a city of very great im- 
portance to us. This arises from the course of emi- 
gration from that country to this, and also from 
the fact that this city is the central point of an im- 
mense continental trade between this country and 
the central States of Europe. This trade at an 
early day, I have no doubt, will be greatly in- 
creased and enlarged by a direct communication. 
I do not intend to delay the House by going into 
the subject. I have a letter from the representative 
of that country at this Government, but I will not 


detain the House by reading it. 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, William Apple- | 


ton, Beale, Bennett, Bibighaus, Bissell, Bowie, Bowne, 
John H. Boyd, Brenton, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, George 
H. Brown, Burrows, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, 
Chapman, Cobb, Conger, Cullom, Curtis, Dimmick, Doty, 
Duncan, Edgerton, Florence, Fowler, Henry M. Futer, 
Gamble, Gaylord, Gentry, Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich, 


Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, | 


Harper, Sampson W. Harris, Haws, Hascall, Haven, Hors- | 
ford, John W. Howe, Hunter, Ingersoll, James Johnson, | 
George G. King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Mace, Mann, Martin, 


Miller, Molony, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Morehead, 
Newton, Olds, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Par 


ker, Penniman, Perkins, Polk, Porter, Price, Reed, Richard- | 


son, Riddle, Schoonmaker, Origen S. Seymour, Skelton, 
Smith, Snow, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, Thad 
deus Stevens, Stratton, Strother, Stuart, Sweetser, Taylor, 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama withdraw the motion? 

Mr. HOUSTON. As the gentleman is going 
to leave the city this evening, | will withdraw the 
motion, provided that bill will not lead to a dis- 
cussion, 

Mr. STEPHENS. I shall not go into an argu- 
ment about it. 

Mr: HOUSTON. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. FOWLER. I wish to know why this bill 
is to be brought up now? 

Mr. STEPHENS. Because I am going to 
leave the city. 

Mr. FOWLER. Ought not we who are going 
to stay, to have the liberty to bring up our bills 
also? 1 want to bring up bills because I am going 
to stay. Is not that as good a reason as the gen- 
tleman’s? 


Mr. STEPHENS. I now call up the motion 


| to reconsider the vote by which bill No. 143, ** to 


Benjamin Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, Walsh, Ward, || 


Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Wells, and Yates—98. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Averett, Babeock, 
Thomas H. Bayly, Bocock, Breckinridge, Buell, Busby, 
Joseph Cable, Chastain, Clark, Colcock, John G. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Disney, Durkee, Edmundson, Faulkner, 
Ficklin, Floyd, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Hamilton, [sham G. 


Harris, Hart, Hendricks, Henn, Holladay, Houston, How- | 
ard, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, | 


Preston King, Letcher, Lockhart, Mason, McMullin, Me 
Queen, Meade, Millson, Murphy, Murray, Orr, Robbins, 
Robie, Ross, Sutherland, Wallace, Wilcox, Wildrick, and 
Woodward—4. 


Se the bill was passed. 


Mr. STANLY. There are some slight verbal 
amendments, which I desire to have made in this 


regulate and fix the annual salary of the American 
consul at the city of Amsterdam,’’ was committed 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

The bill was read. It provides that the salary 
of the American consul at Amsterdam shall not 
exceed $2,500 per annum, including the fees and 
perquisites of his office. : 

The question was put, and the motion to recon- 
sider was agreed to. 


The question recurred on the motion to com- 
mit the bill, and being put, it was negatived. 
The bill was then ordered’ to be engrossed and 


read a third time, and being engrossed, was sub- 


bill. The word ‘* Territories’’ has been omitted in | 


several places, and atthe request of the Delegate 
from Minnesota, | ask that it may be inserted. 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done by 
unanimous consent, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
too late to amend the bill. 

Mr. POLK. 
alter the character of the bill at all? 


I object. It is 


Do the proposed amendments | 


| ‘ 


sequently read the third time and passed. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I now move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
tne Union. 

Mr. GAYLORD. T ask leave to withdraw 
from the files of the House the petition and papers 
of the heirs of Lieutenant Frederick Von Wies- 
enfels, that they may be returned to the pett- 


tioners. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


I object. 








1852. 


The question was then taken upon Mr. Sre- 
puens’s motion, and it was agreed to. 


So the rules were suspended, and the House re- | 
solved itself inte the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Fick tn in the chair.) | 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
bill No. 240, ‘‘ making appropriation for the naval 
service for the year ending June 30, 1853.”’ 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion by 
bill was dispensed with. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, addressed the 


House an hour upon the nec essity of reorganizing | 


and improving the Navy, and in favor of building 


a war steamer with a screw propeller, and of white | 


oak instead of live oak, by way of experiment, 
with the view to an improvement in the structure 
of American vessels-of-war. [Mr. S.’s speech is 
published in the Appendix.] ', 

Mr. BOWIE. Mr. Chairman, coming from a 
State which has a large commerce, and an exposed 
coast—a State which has suffered from maritime 
invasion, and presents now more tempting induce- 


ments to the invader—I feel a deep interest in the | 


appropriations for the Navy. This interest led 
me to examine the annual report of the Secretary, 
the estimates of the Department for the current 
year, and to compare them with the amounts pro- 


yosed to be appropriated by the Committee of | 
Vays and Means in the present bill for this great | 
I remarked, as the hon- | 
orable chairman of the Committee on Naval Af- | 


arm of national defense. 


fairs [Mr. Stanton] has observed, that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means have reduced the 


estimates in the increase, repairs, &e., of the | 
was curious to know the 


Navy, $300,000, and 
cause of this reduction. 


The aggregate amount of the estimates for the 
The estimates for | 


Navy proper is $5,518,000. 
other objects under the control of the Navy De- 
partment, including the carrying of the mail by 


steamers, construction of dry-docks in California, | 


the improvement and repairs of navy-yards, hos- 
pitals, magazines, &c., $2,684,000. When we 


compare these appropriations with those for the | 
British Navy, we find a most alarming disparity | 


on our side, considering the relations of this Gov- 
ernment towards that, 
other naval Powers in Europe. 
pape account of the statistics of the Navy of Great 


sritain, which has lately fallen under my notice, | 


I find the estimated expense for the current year 
stated at £5,622,488 sterling, nearly equal to 
$25,000,000. This disparity is not only in the 
annual expense more than the same ratio of dis- 
proportion exists in the number and character of 
their ships of war, and the force of their arma- 
ments. 

A writer in the National Intelligencer, alluding 
to a recent debate in Congress, says : 


‘* We all know the gallant Commodore in the Senate to | 


be a brave man, but he seems to take for granted that our 
navy can ‘whip’ all the navies of the world in case we 
become involved in war. Now, I think that the present 
state of our service, particularly as regards the insubordina- 


tion, if not mutiny, which [ am sorry to say exists, we could 

hardly begin to try to fight them, much less to whip them. | 
I wonder, too, if the Commodore is posted up as to the | 
strength of other nations on the ocean? or does he speak | 
from guess? or, does he think the San Jacinto more than a | 
match for La Hogue, or Ajax, fifty-six guns each, and all | 


of the heaviest calibre? The English have ten or twelve 
just such vessels, and are now preparing for sea the Non- 
pareil, 81; Agamemnon, of 90 guns and 3,100 tons; the 
Royal Albert, 120; thirty-four sixty-eight pounders on her 
lower deck ; the James Watt, 90; and Windsor Castle, of 
120 guns. These terrible steamers are, in addition to some 
one hundred and twenty others, more than one half which 
are quite equal, if not greatly superior to the San Jacinto.” 

Iam nota nautical man. I profess to have no 
information with regard to naval affairs. But I 
desire to ask of some gentleman in this House, 
who is familiar with these matters, whether it can 
be true, that there are steamers of this immense 
armament ?—whether it can be true that the Bri- 
tish Government are building steamers carrying 
ninety, and one hundred and twenty guns, as rep- 
resented by 
Intelligencer? If it be true, how much greater 
the necessity for placing ourselves in a proper pos- 
ture of defense! 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
that our largest steamers carry only ten guns, and 
it appears from the above extract, that Great Bri- 
tain and France are building steamers carrying 
100 and 120 guns. 


I move to take up House | 


Mr. Houston, the reading of the | 


and the relative strength of | 
From a news- || 


the correspondent of the National | 


I understand from the learned | 


Me, ‘ST AN ‘TON, at Tennessee. I presume 
that the steamers to ‘which the gentleman alludes, 
are those which they are building with the auxili- 
ary steam power. The British Government have 
adopted the plan, in some instances, of putting 
auxiliary steam power into their old frigates, and 
perhaps, into their line-of-battle ships, which carry 
nearly the same amount of guns as formerly, and 
yet have this auxiliary steam power below the 
water line. 

Mr. BOWIE. Then I understand, from the 
explanation made by the chairman of the Naval 
Committee, that although they may not be regular 
steamers, having all the velocity and power of 
that class of vessels, yet they approximate to 
them in a great measure; they have acquired an 
increased velocity and power, and will be, com- 
paratively, as dangerous and irresistible. Now, 
let every man who has the protection and defense 
of his country at heart—let every one who is not 
totally indifferent to our competition for equality 
on the seas, not to say superiority—let every man 
who is not reckless of the consequences which 
may ensue, if, unfortunately, war should grow up 
with Great Britain or any other European nation, 

| consider these facts. 

Our ships will sail wherever duty shall require 
them. They will meet the enemy, however nu- 
merous their fleets, or superior their armaments. 
In a contest against such odds, valor, skill, and 
discipline will strive in vain; the stars and stripes 
must sink at last, with the brave hearts which de- 
fended them; death and defeat will be theirs; the 
shame will be on our heads; their blood on our 
hands. 

We are delegated by our constituents, to pro- 
vide in peace for war, and to take proper steps 
for the protection of our Atlantic and Pacific fron- 
tier; and if, with information like this before us, 
we can hesitate to vote the supplies which the Ex- 
ecutive asks at our hands, we must havesome other 
reason than any which occurs to me, to justify it. 
No man, who is not wholly indifferent to the con- 
sequences which must result from this unequal 
warfare, can hesitate to vote the necessary sup- 
plies. The inequality upon our part, consists not 
only in the armament of the vessels, but it is 
equally great and startling in the number of them. 
The Secretary of the Navy shows us that we have 
only forty-six vessels in commission, including 
| sloops, and brigs, and steamers—only ten of those 
| being steamers. We have forty-six more in or- 
dinary, and being repaired. Can the Committee 
of Ways and Means, after regarding the relative 
strength of the powers of Europe and ourselves, 
withhold the supplies necessary to keep up the 
Navy, even in its ordinary condition? ‘Thisis no 
party question. It is no party policy emanating 
from the Whig or Democratic party. It is but a 
continuation of the policy, sanctioned by all Ad- 
ministrations, and particularly by the late Demo- 
| cratic Administration. 

Mr. Chairman, you know that in 1847, the then 
President of the United States, who was justly 
high in the regard of his party, recommended an 
appropriation for the gradual increase of the Navy; 
and in consequence “of that appropriation, four 
steamers have been, or are now being built. That 
appropriation has now been exhausted, but surely 
we will not neglect so good and so patriotic an 
example? Surely, a Democratic majority in this 
House, having it in their power, will not repudiate 
| what one of their sages has so lately advised them 
| to do, under circumstances not at all more emer- 
| gent ‘than. the present. The Secretary of the 
Navy, in his late annual report, states he does 
not mean to recommend the placing ourselves 
upon an equality with foreign Powers, but that 
| due caution and ordinary cireumspection suggest 
| that we should continue the gradualinerease of our 
Navy. Sir, if he had not suggested it at all, our 
own observation of the growth of our commerce, 


the exposure of the new States upon the Pacific, 
would have suggested thenecessity of this increase. 
If we have a Pacific coast and Pacific States to 
rotect, we must havea Navy riding in those seas. 
f the State of California, and the cities of that 
State, should acquire the population and wealth 
| which their friends anticipate, they will be the 
| ** optima spolia”’ of naval warfare; and the power 
| that possesses superiority upon that ocean, will 
\| be enabled to grasp them when it pleases. 
|| Mr. Chairman, we should not forget the great 





| 
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debt wand ohlinnien which the country is under to 


the Navy. L am sorry to see the apologetic tone 
adopted by the Departments in speaking of the 
estimates for appropriations. It is an arm of the 
service of which we should be proud—one whose 
achievements we should glory in and endeavor to 
reward. From the time ef the Tripolitan and 
Algerine war, to the late war with Mexico, the 
Navy has rendered us most distinguished services. 
No branch of the service has been more c onspicus 
ous, more devoted, more self-sacrificing. The 
only mode of placing them in the position they 
are entitled to oceupy, is to give them rank and 
emolument equivalent to their perils and priva- 
tions. I do not now suggest an increase of pay, 
but I say cherish the corps which has already 
been prolific of such glorious acquisitions, and is 
so essential to our safety. Much as [ respect the 
Army, highly as I prize their achievements, I be- 
heve we would never have been the victors of 
Vera Cruz or the conquerors of California, if it 
had not been for the prowess and gallantry of the 
Navy. That branch of the service has never had 
a traitor in it from the time of its organization. It 
has never had an officer who resigned in the face 
It has not only always 
met the foe and conquered them when equal or 
inferior, but it has often « conquered its superiors— 
both in single ships and fleets. 

More than that, Mr. Chairman, weare indebted 
to the Navy almost exclusively for the ee 
which we now enjoy of the w hale fisheries. An- 
terior to the war of 1812 the British had almost a 
monopoly of that branch of the fisheries. Our 
Navy swept the British whalers from the ocean; 
and, notwithstanding British bounties and the at- 
tempts of the British Government to foster that 
branch of their commerce, from that time to this 
Americans have reaped all its benefits. We have 
now not less than nine millions invested in that 
branch of commerce, and the annual profits derived 
from it, Lam credibly informed, amount nine 
millions more. Certainly a commerce so rich and 
valuable as that must be protected; and as we ex- 
pand our commerce we must increase our Navy. 
Will any gentleman be so economical as to insist 
that we should deny appropriations based upon 
estimates coming from the Department, and which 
appropriations, according to the statement of the 
chairman of the Naval Committee, (whose duty 
it is to Know what is necessary,) will only be suf- 
ficient to enable the Government to build one ves- 
sel? ‘That gentleman has already pointed out the 
mortifying spectacle which was presented to the 
country of having but one ship to send in an hour 
of great emergency to assert our rights on the 
coast of Newfoundland. What American in an 
English or European port would not feel ashamed 
of the admission that the United States of North 
America, claiming to be equal with ‘ the mistress 
of the seas,”” had but one armed ship to protect 
their rights. And, sir, if a war—a contingency I 
cannot contemplate without horror—should Te- 
sult from any unhappy collision on that coast, 


to 


| who can not foresee the devastation and wreck 


and prostration of our commerce and of our com- 
mercial emporiums in consequence of our fatal and 
lethargic security? [ wish some gentleman, pos- 
sessing the power of rousing this House to a sense 
of what is due to the dignity of the nation and to 
our own defense, would become the advocates of 
the Navy—some gentlemen belonging to that pow- 

erful party who now hold the legislation of this 
House within their hands. Let them doit. They 
| cannot wreath a chiaplet of more glorious luster 
around their brows. We owe it to the country: 
| we owe it to ourselves: we owe it to our posterity; 
we owe it to those who have gone before us not 
to suffer the laurels which have been gathered in 
so many conflicts to wither under presumptive 
self-esteem and invincibility, or the blight of penu- 
rious legislation. 

Mr. SCHOONMAKER obtained the floor, and 
| addressed the House an hour in defining the posi- 
| tion of the Whig party of New York on the com- 
promise questions, maintaining that that party 
there, although greatly opposed to the passage of 
the fugitive slave law, was disposed to acquiesce 
in the compromise measures, irrespective of any 
platform. [See Appendix.] 

Mr. MANN obtained the floor, and yielded 
it to 
| Mr. POLK. As the centleman has béen giving 
i the history of the Whig party in New York, I 
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would ask him whether or not, in supporting Gen- 
eral Scott, that party adopts the platform of the 
W hig Baltimore Convention ? 

Mr. SCHOONMAKER., It has adopted the 
nominees of the National Convention. 

Mr. POLK. Does the Whig party of New York 
adopt the platform as certified from the Baltimore 
Convention? 

Mr. SCHOONMAKER.,. I can answer for 
myself, and those with whom I act, that, of 
course, by supporting the nominees, we support 
the platform. 

Mr. POLK. I then understand that the Whig 
party of New York supports General Scott upon 
the platform ? 

Mr. SCHOONMAKER., 
and those with whom [I act. 

Mr. POLK. Who does the gentleman act 
with? As the gentleman from Massachusetts has 
allowed me the privilege, I will go into the ques- 
tion in another way. Does Mr. Sewarp support 
General Scott upon that platform? 

Mr. SCHOONMAKER. Will the gentleman 
answer me a question? (Laughter. } 

Mr. MANN. L insist now upon my right to 
the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts is entitled to the floor, and refuses to 
yield further. 

Mr. MANN took the floor, and addressed the 
committee upon the subject of the institution of 
slavery, the moral and physical condition of the 
African race, both in the United States and in their 
native country, and the position of parties on the 
[See Appendix.] 

Mr. SKELTON here obtained the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON, With the permission of the 
gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. Skerron,] | 
will move that the committee take a recess until 
seven o'clock. 

Mr. SKELTON. 


tion, 


ee 


I answer for myself 


slave question, 


I cannot yield to that mo- 
The remarks which | propose to make in 
reference to an amendment which I shall offer to 
this bill, are very brief; but f will yield to a mo- 
tion that the committee rise. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
tion. 


I make that mo- 


The question wasthen put, and the motion was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Chairman, I have ob- 
tained the floor at this time for the purpose of no- 
tifying the Llouse that at the proper time I shall 
offer an amendment, which I will send to the table 
to be read. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and required to have completed, without unneces- 
sury delay, the war steamer contracted for with Robert L. 
Stevens, in pursuance of an act of Congress passed April 
14, 1#48 

Mr. S. said; In the year 1842, Congress passed 
an act authorizing Robert L. Stevens, of New 
Jersey, to construct a steam-vessel for the pur- 
pose of coast-defense, which was to be ball and 
bomb proof. From some cause unknown to me, sir, 
after that contract had been entered into by the 
Secretary of the Navy, and the work somewhat 
advanced, the enterprise was abandoned. 

The object, sir, in proposing thisamendment, is, 
that this enterprise may be recommenced and car- 
ried into effect, Sir, this question of the construe- 
tion of war-steamers for coast defense is rather a 
new proposition. Its expediency has never been 
tested. It was for the purpose of testing that ex- 
pediency that the Congress of the United States 
authorized the construction of this vessel. The 
object of constructing the vessel was not for the 
purpose of navigating the ocean, not for the pur- 
pose of being engaged in wars of conquest, but 
for the purpose of protecting our country from 
invasion by a foreign foe. 


i believe this enterprise is worthy of the sanction | 


and support of this House. As has already been 
said this afternoon, the United States has not in 
existence a navy that can compete with the navies 
of Europe. Several of the commercial nations of 
Europe have larger war navies than we have. In- 
deed, sir, any attempt to establish a naval force 
equal to that of Great Britain, it is very evident, 
would not meet the approbation of this Congress. 
Notwithstanding, sir, we are unwilling to engage 
in this expensive enterprise for the purpose of 


ocean, it is very evident that we must have some 
means by which to defend ourselves from the in- 
vasion of a foreign foe; and the question presents 
itself, how shall this object be accomplished? 
Shall we defend our sea-coast by permanent for- 
tilications, or shall we construct forts and fortifi- 
cations upon the water? Now, sir, this proposi- 
tion meets my views in this particular, that it is 
not only perfectly available as ameans of defense 
to the country, but it is much cheaper than local 
and stationary fortifications upon our shores. 

Mr. ROBBINS. With the consent of the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey, I will move that the 
committee take a recess until seven o’clock this 
evening 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 
move that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Then I will withdraw my 
motion. 

Mr. SKELTON. It was at the desire of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania that I yielded for 
the submission of the motion for a recess. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I will merely state that the 
Committee on Naval Affairs of the House, of 
which | am a member, have considered this sub- 
ject. Itis a matter of very great moment, so far 
as the defense of the country is concerned, and the 
gentleman ought to have an opportunity to address 


I will 


| a considerably greater number of members than 


are now present. Ido not think there is anything 
which can claim the attention of the committee of 
more importance than the subject being discussed 
by the gentleman. 

Mr. POLK. With the gentleman’s permission, 
I move that the committee do now rise. He can 
then submit what he has to say to-morrow. 

The question was taken, and the motion to rise 
was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the chairman re- 
ported that the Committtee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had the state of the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 
House bill No. 240, making appropriations for the 
support of the Navy, and had come to no resolu- 
tion thereon. 

Mr. HOUSTON then, by unanimous consent, 
reported from the Committee of Ways and 
Means the fortification bill; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move the usual resolution 
to close debate in the Committee of the Whole 
on the naval appropriation bill half an hour after 
its consideration shall be resumed. 1 am willing 
it shall lay over till to-morrow. 

Mr. FOWLER. I object to that. 

The SPEAKER. (Mr. Jones in the chair.) 
That is a question which cannot be objected to. 
Under the rules, it is the right of any person to 
present a resolution at any time to terminate de- 
bate. ‘The action of the House upon it when in- 
troduced is another question. 

Mr. POLK moved that the House adjourn; 
which was agreed to, 

And the House adjourned till eleven o’clock to- 
morrow. 





MEMORIALS. 

The following memorials were presented under the rule 
and referred to the appropriate committee : 

By Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania: Two memorials of 
citizens of Philadelphia, asking the passage of the bill in- 
troduced by Mr. STan ty, to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasuary to deposit with the several States the fourth in- 
stallment of the deposits ef the public money directed to be 
made with the said States, by act of June 23d, 1836. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: A tnemorial of sundry 


| citizens of Washington county, Tennessee, praying Con- 


gress to pass a bill introduced by Hon. E. Svan ty, of North 
Carolina, which is entitled ‘*A bill to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to deposit with the several States the 
fourth installment of the public money directed to be made 


with said States by the act approved June 23d, 1836.” 


protecting our country, and although we do not || 


expect to compete with Great Britain upon the || by the Commissioner of Patents. From that grant | 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, 4ugust 18, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. Lirrteron F. Morean. 
Mr. DAVIS. I have been requested to present 
a petition signed by several persons in the city of 
Boston. They state that they are the inventors of 


a machine for knitting; that ‘hey made application 
at the Patent Office for a patent, and it was granted 
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an appeal was taken to the Chief Justice of this 
District. That appeal they say has been suspended 
because of the inability of the Chief Justice to try 
it. His infirmities are such that he cannot attend 
to the case. It has long been suspended in this 
way; and they pray Congress to make some 
provision to relieve them from that condition, by 
authorizing some other person to hear the case, 
1 move that the petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS. I am also requested to present 
the petition of Samuel S. Lewis, of Boston, who 
represents himself to be the agent of the Cunard 
line of steamers. He represents in this petition 
that when the line commenced operations, running 
between Boston and Liverpool, there was an 
understanding with the collector of the customs 


_ that the duties upon coal which was consumed on 


the outward voyage should come upon the basis 


|| of drawback for exports, upon the condition that 


a bond should be entered into for the payment of 
those duties in case the coal was not exported in 
that manner and used. He gave those bonds, 
coming under personal liability, and on the pro- 
duction of the certificates from time to time that 
the coal had been exported and used in that man- 
ner, the bonds were canceled. Of late, from some 
cause or other, which does not very distinctly 
appear, upon the production of the certificates, the 
Department declined to cancel the bonds. These 
bonds are outstanding, and are claimed against 
him. What he desires is, that if the law is inad- 
equate, power should be given to cancel these 
bonds as heretofore, upon the production of the 
certificates that the coal has been exported and 
consumed upon the voyage. I move that the 
petition be referred to the Committee on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GEYER, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which were referred the following memo- 


rials, asked to be discharged from the further 
| consideration thereof; which was agreed to: 


Memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin rela- 
tive to the jurisdiction of the United States district 
court for that State; 

Memorials of citizens of Lee county, Iowa, and 
of Isaac Galland, praying the appointment of a 
commissioner to examine and settle all claims to 
land in the Sac and Fox half-breed reservation; 
anda 

Memorial of James M. Crane, praying addi- 
tional compensation for publishing the Laws of 
Congress of 1849-’50, in the California Courier. 

He also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill supplemental to an act entitled 
**An act extending the jurisdiction of the district 
courts to certain cases, upon the lakes and navi- 
gable waters connecting the same,’’ approved 
February 26, 1845, reported it back with a rec- 
ommendation that it do not pass, the committee 
thinking that legislation on the subject is unne- 


| cessary. 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 


| Lands, to which were referred the following me- 
| morials, asked to be discharged from the further 
| consideration thereof; which was agreed to; 


Memorial of F. A. Chenowith and others, pray- 


| ing the title to certain land settled and improved 


| by them in the Territor 


of Oregon; and a 
Memorial of Robert Johnson, praying that pat- 
ents may issue in his name on certain bounty land 
warrants held by him and issued in the names of 
discharged soldiers whose certificates he had pur- 


| chased. 


He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to amend an actentitled ** An act to 
create the office of surveyor general of the public 


' lands in Oregon, and to provide for the survey, 


| public land,’ 


and to make donations to the settlers of the said 
> approved September 27, 1850, re- 
ported it back with an amendment. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pub- 


‘lic Lands, to which was referred the memorial of 


Robert Mills, proposing a plan for a railroad and 
telegraphic communication to the Pacific ocean, 
submitted a report thereon; which was ordered to 


| be printed. 


He also, from the same committee, to which 
were referred the following bills, memorials, and 
joint resolution, asked to be discharged from the 
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further consideration thereof; which was agreed 
to. 

Bill to amend the act approved March 2, 1831, 
entitled ** An act to provide for the punishment of 
offenses committed in cutting, destroying, or re- 
moving live-oak and other timber or trees reserved 
for naval purposes;”’ 

Bill to grant the hot springs in Arkansas to that 
State, and to secure the interests of bona fide set- 
tlers within the limits of the hot-spring reserva- 
tion; 

Memorial of the Legislature of Alabama, pray- 
ing a modification of the act to enable the State of 
Arkansas and other States to reclaim the ‘* swamp 
lands’’ within their limits; and 


an act of the Legislature of the State of Mississippi 
appropriating a portion of the swamp and over- 
flowed lands granted to said State by the act ap- 
proved September 28, 1820. 

Mr. HUNTER, from -the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the bill to extend the 
warehousing system by the establishment of pri- 
vate bonded warehouses, and for other purposes, 
reported back the sanmie without amendment. 


ADDITIONAL LAND DISTRICT. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I am instructed by 


the Committee on Public Lands, to which was 
referred a resolution of the Senate requesting that 


committee to inquire into the expediency of estab- | 


lishing an additional land office in the Territory of 
Minnesota, to report a bill to create an additional 
land office in that Territory. I hope the Senate 
will take up and pass the bill at this time. There 


i 
| 
| 





is but one land office in Minnesota, which is a | 


very large Territory. This bill will give to that 
Territory but two land offices. 


The people there | 


are subject to very great inconvenience in entering | 


their lands, and I hope the Senate will pass the 
bill now. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
the Senate proceeded to consider it as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 


It provides for the creation of a new land dis- | 
trict, to be called the ** Sac River District’’—the | 
land office to be located at such point within the | 


district as the President may direct, and to be 


removed from time to time, as may, in his opinion, | 


be expedient; it also authorizes the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to 
appoint the necessary officers. 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 


DAVID MURPHY. 
Mr. CHASE. I ask the indulgence of the Sen- 


ate to take up a bill upon which action was prevented | 


last Friday by a single objection. 
the House for the relief of David Murphy. 
will simply state that it proposes to give a pension 
of $5 335 a month to a soldier who was wounded 
in the last war with Great Britain. It has twice 
aoa the House, and failed on the last private 
) 


It isa bill from | 


1] | 


It has three times been reported favorably upon | 


by the House. 
committee of the Senate, and been favorably re- 
ported upon by them. I trust the Senate will take 
it up and pass It. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the bill as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. No amendment being pro- 
posed, it was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, ordered to a third reading, read a third time, 
and passed. 


CANAL IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. GWIN asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill granting to the State of California the 
right of way and a donation of public lands for 
the purpose of constructing a canal across the 
Sierra Nevada valley; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


LAND DISTRIBUTION BILL. 


Mr. FISH. I desire to give notice, that, on 
the day after to-morrow, during the morning hour, 
I shall ask the Senate to take up the bill from the 
House of Representatives, commonly known as 
‘* Bennett’s land distribution bill.”” For my own 
part, I desire to state that I have no disposition to 
discuss it, and I believe that disposition is common 


It has undergone a scrutiny by a | 


| 





TH 


| ment to the Sault Ste. Marie canal bill. 





with alt the friends of the bill. I think it will lead |) 
to no debate, so far as its friends are concerned. 
I give this notice, in order that Senators may be 
aware of what is to come up on thatday. Many | 
were not satisfied with the vote that was given 
yesterday, when that bill was offered as an amend- 
Many of | 
the friends of the distribution bill were then com- | 
pelled to give a vote which might seem to place 
them in opposition to the principles of the bill 
which they support. ‘Therefore, as | understand 
that the morning hour to-morrow is to be occupied 
on another question, I shall, on the day after to- 
morrow, during the morning hour, ask the Senate 


|| to take up the bill to which I refer. i) 
Joint resolution giving the assent of Congress to | 


THE LOBOS [SLANDS. } 
Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 


Resulved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be | 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reannexing 


| the Lobos Islands. 


COMPENSATION OF A PAGE. 


Mr. JONES, of lowa, submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, and referred to the | 
Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to pay to F. B. Gilbert, a page in the Senate, the same com 
pensation as was allowed the other pages for the second 
session of the Thirtieth Congress. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following engrossed bills were severally 
read a third time and passed: 

Bill granting to the State of Michigan the right 
of way and a donation of public land, for the 
construction of a ship canal around the Falls of 
St. Mary’s, in said State; anda 

Bill for the settlement of a certain class of pri- 
vate land claims within the limits of the D’Auter- 
ive claim, and for allowing preémption to certain 
purchasers and actual settlers, in the event of the 
final adjudication of the title of said D’Auterive in 
favor of the United States, and for other purposes. 


CAYUSE WAR. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, there is a 


bill upon the table from the House of Represent- 
atives, providing for the mode in which the ex- 
penses of the Cayuse war in Oregon shall pe paid. 
itis a bill to amend an act entitled ** An act to 
* settle and adjust the expenses of the people of 
* Oregon, in defending themselves from attacks and 
* hostilities of Cayuse Indians, in the years 1847 
‘and 1848,’’ approved February 14, 1851. Con- 
gress, at the last session, appropriated the money 
to pay these expenses; but the Treasury Depart- | 
ment find it necessary to have a verbal amend- 
ment to that law made, in order to enable them to 
pay the money. This bill appropriates no money. 
lt is merely to direct the payment of money for- 
merly appropriated. [| move that the Senate take 
up that bill. I have been urged by the Treasury 
Department, for the last two or three months, to 


; Sf ; Pela || have it passed. 
ll day by the interposition of a single objection. | 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate | 
proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider the bill. It proposes to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to pay, out of the money 


| appropriated by the act to which this is an amend- 
| ment, approved February 14, 1851, the amount 








found due to the persons named in the report of the 
commissioner to ascertain the necessary expenses | 
incurred by these inhabitants, as that report was 
communicated to Congress by the Legislature of 
Oregon, at the second session of the Thirty-first 
Congress. It also provides, that where a person 
to whom an dfmount was found due shall have 
died, the amount shall be paid to his legal repre- 
sentatives; provided, that if the deceased person 
shall not have been a permanent resident of Ore- 
gon at the time of his death, and shall have left a 
widow in any one of the States of the Union, the 
amount due shall be paid to the widow, and if 
there be no widow surviving, but infant children, 
the amount shall be paid to the guardian of the 
infant children; and if no infant children, then to 
the legal representatives of the decedent. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. The only change that this | 
bill makes, is this: The act of 1851 required the 
Secretary of the Treasury to ascertain how much | 
was due to each individual. On examination, it | 
has been found that the Territorial Legislature of | 
Oregon did ascertain the amount, and found it to | 
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be below the sum appropriated by Congress, and 
that all the parties, so far as we can learn, are satis- 
fied with that adjudication. It will takea great deal 
of time to send to Oregon, hunt up the vouchers 
again, and go through the same distribution of 
money. Therefore it is thought best, for all the 
parties, simply to adopt that report of the Legis- 
lature of Oregon, withvut the expense arid trouble 
of having a new statement made out again. The 
bill does not appropriate adollar; it simply author- 
izes a settlement of the accounts. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


CONSUL AT AMSTERDAM. 


The bill from the House of Representatives to 
regulate and fix the annual salary of the Americas 
Consul at the city of Amsterdam, was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


INDIGENT INSANE BILL. 

The bill from the House of Representatives 
making a grant of public lands to the several 
States and Territories of the Union for the benefit 
of indigent insane persons, was read a first and 
second time. 

Mr. SHIELDS. There was a select commit- 
tee at the early part of the session to which the 
subject was referred, and | move the reference of 
this bill to that committee. 

The PRESIDENT. Has that committee re- 
rorted ? 

Mr. SHIELDS. 
on the subject. 

The PRESIDENT. The moment a select 
committee reports on the subject for which it was 
raised, it is no longer in existence. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Then I move that the bill be 
referred to a select committee of five. 

Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me that this bill 
should be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. I do not think there is any necessity for 
raising a select committee to examine it. I[t is 
only in extreme and extraordinary cases that we 
make use of select committees. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I would state to the Senate 
that | believe the usual course has been to refer 
this bill to a select committee, and | believe there 
is a parliamentary reason for it. It is understood 
that the Committee on Public Lands are opposed 
to the measure. 

Mr. BORLAND. 
the fact. 

Mr. SHIELDS. MI understand that it has 
always been the practice with this bill, which ts 
commonly known as Miss Dix’s bill, to refer it to 
a select committee; and | move to refer it to a se- 
lect committee. 

The motion was acreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. Senators will 
their ballots for a select committee. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I would suggest that the 
Chair appoint the committee. 

The PRESIDENT. Therule requires all com- 
mittees to be balloted for, unless by unanimons 
consent. If there be no objection, the Chair wil? 
appoint the committee. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 

And Mr. Sarecos, Mr. Pearce, Mr. Betr, 
Mr. Hamu, and Mr. Davis, were appointed the 
committee. 


Mr. BORLAND. In connection with this 
matter, | wish to submit, informally, a substitute 
for that bill, which I intend to offer when it comes 
up for consideration in the Senate. | have pre- 
pared my substitute, and I wish it to be printed, 
so that when the bill comes before the Senate, the 
substitute will be also before Senators, that they 
may understand its contents. 

he substitute was received, informally, and 
ordered to be printed. 


LANGDON C. EASTON. 

Mr. DAVIS. [I call for the order of the day. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I will take the hberty of re- 
questing my honorable friend from Massachusetts 
to withdraw his call for the present, in order to 
permit me to take up a bill for the relief of Cap- 
tain Easton, of the United States Army. [tis a 
bill to which, I presume, there will be no objec- 
tion. Thereason why I wish to have it taken up 
now is, that the Department is anxious to send 
| this officer to his post in New Mexico. He 


Thecommittee have reported 


[ am not aware that that is 


prepare 
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w es this bill to be passed, in order that it may 
’ o the Military Committee of the House of 
Representatives, so that he may have an oppor- 
tunity of explaining it there before he leaves the 

y- Ashis services at his post are very essential, 

lam told by the Department, | wish the action 
of the Senate upon this bill now. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will give way to the honorable 
senator if his bill does not give rise te debate. 

Mr. SHIELDS. if it vives rise to debate I 
will consent to postpone it. 

Mr. DAVIS. Very well; I withdraw my call. 

Mr. SHIELDS. [ move to take up for eonsid- 
er on the bill for the relief of Captain Lanedon 
©. Easton, Assistant Quartermaster of the United 
states Army. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was 
read a second time and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. it proposes to authorize the 
proper accounting officers of the War Depart- 
ment to eredit Captain Langdon Easton, on 
the settlement of his accounts, with the sum of 


$17,651, the 
by his 


which he was defrauded 
clerk, Gustavus McHarcourt, while 
at Santa Fé, New Mexico. 


amount of 
late 


aliationed 


Mr. PRATT. I should like to hear the report 
in this case read. 

‘The report of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs was accordingly read; from which it appears 
that in April, 1850, Captain Easton was assigned 
to duty as assistant quartermaster at Santa [’é, 
New Mexico, having under his direction eleven 
posts to supply with funds and stores, in addition 


to which he had charge of the clothing depart- 


ment of the ninth Military Department. The 
duties of a tant quartermaster were such as to 
require the services of a clerk. Captain Easton 
mployed as clerk, Gustavus McHarcourt, who 
had heen for several years previously, confiden- 
tial clerk in the pay department of the Army, and 
he was recommended by that department as an 
able and accomplished clerk, and one of trust- 
worthy and irreproachable character. Fortwelve 
months before the commencement of his pecula- 

, MeHareourt discharged his clerical duties 
with honesty and ability, so as to merit the confi- 


dence of all who knew him; but during the con- 


nuance of Captain Easton in Santa Fé, from 
July, 1RS0, to July, I851, at different intervals, he 
wa iataaded of $17,651 by Gustavus McHar- 
co , his chief clerk. The committee, in the re- 
port, go into the history of the various abstrac- 
tions, showing the means whereby McHarcourt 
made the books appear correctly balanced. The 

mmittee conclude with the expression of the 
opinion, that where a meritorious public officer is 
defrauded without any fault of his own, by a 
clerk in whom, from his previous character, there 
was every reason to repose unlimited confidence, 
it is a case presenting peculiar claims to favorable 
consideration, 

Vir. PRATT. Mr. President, I have no doubt 
in the world of the entire integrity of Captain 
Kaston, the quartermaster, in this case: but this 
bill certainly involves a principle which I think 
ought not to be sanctioned by the Senate without 


adi ission. 


I do not say that I shall be op posed 


to the bill when | become acquainted with all the 
facts of the case. But, here is a public officer— 
a quartermaster; his clerk, his own private agent, 


defrauds him of certain sums of money, as shown 
by the and the effect of the bill, and the 
object of itis, that the Government shall reimburse 


reports 


the ofhcer for the frauds committed by his chief 
clerk 

Mr. SHIELDS. Ihave promised that if the 
bill leads to discussion, I shall not insist upon its 

issage now. : 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator make 
any motion? 

Mr. SHIELDS. I understand that the Sena- 
tor from Maryland wishes to discuss the sub- 
ject. 

PRATT. Lam perfectly prepared to vote 
upon the bill now, but, as at present advised, | 
shall vote agvinst it. 

Mr. SHIELDS. If there is no desire to dis- 
cuss the bill, | hane we shall take a vote. 

Mr. HALE. I think the bil! ought notto pass 


without discussion, and I therefore hope it will 
lie over. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I have done my duty in call- 


ing the attention of the Senate to the matter; and 


AS it is to give rise to discussion, | move to post- || 


pone the further consideration of the bill till Fri- 
day next. 

nm © 

Ihe motion was agreed to. 


ORDER 


Mr. HUNTER. I wish to give notice that I 
shall ask the Senate to-morrow, during the morn- 
ing hour, to take up and consider the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill, for I find that the 
only chance for the appropriation bills will be to 
take them up in that way. 

Mr. HALE. I give notice that I intend, if I 
can get the floor, to-morrow, during the morning 
hour, to ask the Senate to take up the homestead 
bill, and let the civil and diplomatic bill take its 
course, 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. And I give notice that 
to-morrow morning I shall insist on proceeding 
with the river and harbor bill. 


OF BUSINESS. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


Mr. DAVIS. 
the day. 

The PRESIDENT. The first bill on the orders 
is a bill to revive a portion of an act for the relief 
of widows of deceased soldiers. 

Mr. DAVIS. I thought the river and harbor 
bill was the regular order, being the unfinished 
business. 

The PRESIDENT. The unfinished business 
of the preceding day is the first special order; but 
according to the rules of the Senate, the special 
orders do not come up until one o’clock. 

Mr. BORLAND. [I hope the bill which has 
been announced by the Chair as the regular order 
will be taken up now. It has been on the Calen- 
dar for a very long while, and it is a very merito- 
rious bill. 

Mr. DAVIS. I supposed that the first hour of 
the morning was devoted to general business, and 
that then the special orders of the day come up. 

The PRESIDENT. The spec ial orders do not 
come up till one o'clock. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then [I move to postpone the 
— ir orders in order to take up the bill from 
the House of Representatives ‘* making appropri- 
ations for the improvement of certain harbors and 
rivers,’’ which is the first special order. 

Mr. BORLAND. I am as desirous as any one 
can be that the river and harbor bill shall be taken 
up and disposed of; but the small bill just now an- 
nounced by the Chair as the first recular order, I 
think will not give rise to much discussion. It 
has been here for a long while, and I would 
ole id to see it dispose dof. Itis todo justice etoa 
very meritorious and limited class of widows. 

Mr. BELL. Before we take up that bill, per- 
mit me to say that there are a great many others 
who wish to take up particular bills 

The motion of Mr. Davis was ageoed to, and 
the Senate accordingly resumed, as in Committee 
of the Whole, the consideration of the bill from 
the House of Representatives ‘* making appro- 
priations for the improvement of certain harbors 
and rivers.’’ 

A lone debate ensued, in which Messrs. Daw- 
son, Hamu, Bortanp, Sours, Brieut, Pratt, 
Arcuison, Cass, Burter, Mason, Bett, Hare, 
Maunrory, Cuase, Davis, Dawson, and others, 
participated, for which see Appendix. 

When, at half-past four, p. 
Mr. JAMES, the Senate adjourned. 


I renew the call for the order of 
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The House met at eleven o’clock, a. 
by the Rev. Litrteron F. Morean. 

“The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

THE WHEELING BRIDGE. 

TheSPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the consideration of House bill No. 297, ** de- 
claring the Wheeling Bridge a lawful structure, 
and for other purposes,’’ upon which the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Curtis] is entitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. STUART. Task the unanimous consent 
of the House to take from the Speaker’s table 
Senate bill No. 30, confirming to the State of 
Michigan certain salt-spring lands which have re- 
mained suspended tm market since 1836, in conse- 
quence of an error committed by a clerk of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. Its 


m. Prayer 


m., on motion of 
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consideration will not occupy five minutes. 
bill contains but one section. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object, if the time oceu- 
pied in the consideration of the bill is to be taken 


The 


out of the morning hour. 


Mr. STUART. I trust the gentleman will not 
insist upon his objection. 


Mr. LETCHER. I should like very much to 


| accommodate the gentleman from Michigan, but 
| should I withdraw my objections now, others will 


ask the samefavor. I do not like to make an in- 
vidious distinction between the gentleman from 
Michigan and other gentlemen of the House. If 
this matter can be disposed of without an inter- 


| ference with the morning hour, I should not ob- 


ject. 


Mr. STUART. The bill might have been 


| passed in the time occupied by the gentleman and 


| mittee on Public Lands of the House. 


myself. It has passed the Senate, and been ex- 
amined and favorably reported upon by the Com- 
It simply 


corrects an error, in consequence of which these 


saline lands have been suspended in market since 
1536. 

The SPEAKER, Objection is made, and fur- 
ther discussion is out of order. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. I would ask 


| the unanimvus consent of the House to allow me 


to take up a small matter—a bill for the relief of 
Margaret Farrar. I have been endeavoring to get 
the floor for some time past to call itup. I did 
get the floor a few days ago, but was interfered 
with in consequence of a personal explanation of 
the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Durkee, | 
and was compelled, under the circumstances of 
the case, not to press it at that time. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object, and call for the 
regular order of business. 

Mr. CURTIS concluded the argument which 
he commenced yesterday in opposition to the 
Wheeling bridges. He apprehended that the prop- 


| osition involved in this case was simply this: 


Should Congress sit as a court of errors and 
appeals over the decision and adjudication of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and consider 
matters which, without a doubt, properly be- 
longed to that tribunal, and review them in a 
manner entirely unknown to law ? He contended 
that in this case they were not qualified to act as 
judges; they were not impartial, and could not be 
in the consideration of this question. He also ar- 
cued that the bridges should be elevated, so as not 
to be the least obstruction to navigation, declaring 
that this was the only issue. [See Appendix. ] 
Mr. NEWTON contended that the bridges 
were not a nuisance, and that the Supreme Court 
had no power over the question. [See Appendix. } 
Mr. STUART. I think, sir, this is a very im- 
portant abba. but there are numerous other im- 
portant matters that have to be disposed of, or 
ought to be disposed of, by this Congress, in the 
morning hour; and with a view to test the sense 


| of the House upon this subject, and believing that 


we are as well advised upon it as we shall be by 
any further discussion, | move the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. WALSH. Will the gentleman withdraw 
his motion fora moment? [am very anxious to 
publish my remarks upon this question, and if | 
can do so, I have no objection to the previous 
question. [See Appendix.] 

The SPEAKER. This can he done, as there is 
no objection, 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia. I hope the gen- 


| tleman from Michigan will withdraw his demand 


for the previous question for amoment. I desire 
five or tef minutes’ time to give certain reasons 
which will influence my vote upon this question. 
Mr. STUART. I would do as much as any 
man upon this floor in the way of courtesy; but it 
is obvious that we all wish to bring this discus- 


| sion to a close; at least I desire to test the sense 


of the House upon this subject. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Will the 
gentleman from Michigan withdraw his call for 


| the previous question, to allow me to present an 
| amendment to the bill? 


Mr. STUART. I cannot do so, for many gen- 
tlemen have asked me the same thing. 
Mr. STEVENS. I desire merely to get in 


an amendment which I shall have no opportunity 
of doing if the previous question is seconded. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 
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